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Communications for next month's issue must reach the Editor not later than the 15th of this month. 


THE BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL: London, December 6-8 


I. PROGRAMME.— Friday, December 6. 
1, The Birthday Guesl-Night : 8 p.m.—At the Royal Albert Hall. For members and guests. 
Saturday, December 7. 

1. Thanksgiving: 5 p.m.—At Westminster Abbey, St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, St. Margaret’s, 
Westminster. High Tea at 6 p.m. 

2. The Feftival Evening : 7.45 p.m.—At the Royal Albert Hall, For members only. 

Sunday, December 8. 

1. Services: Corporate Communion at All Hallows; at Talbot House, Trinity Square, etc. 
Breakfast. Morning Services and Preachments. Lunch. 

2. The Family Gathering: 2 to 5 p.m.—At the People’s Palace. 

IJ. TICKETS AND BILLETS. 

Notices containing detailed information are being sent to all Secretaries of Branches and 
Groups. As there is a striét limit to the seating capacity of the Abbey and the Albert Hall, an 
allotment of tickets will be made on Friday, November 15. All applications (accompanied by 
cash) received not later than the first post on that morning will receive equal consideration ; 
after then, if there are any tickets available, the allocation will be made in order of receipt of the 
application. 

Friends of Toc H and L.W.H. who wish to be present at the Guest-night on Friday, Decem- 
ber 6, or at the Thanksgiving Services, are asked to obtain their tickets through a member 
or by application to the Birthday Secretary, who will send full particulars. ‘Tickets for all 
non-members on Friday, December 6, will be at the usual Albert Hall prices (2s. to ros. 6d.). 

Every member attending the Festival is asked, as in previous years, to contribute not less 
than 2s. towards the Birthday Fund, a pooling of members’ donations, which it is hoped will cover 
the heavy expenses. 

Payments for zzea/s must be made in advance with the application for tickets : Saturday—High 
Tea, 1s. 6d.; Sunday—Brcakfast, 1s. 6d., Lunch, 2s. Bé//ets will be provided, free of charge, 
for the night of Saturday, December 7, to all members applying (in time) for them. 

(Branch and Group members should apply for all these on the slip which will be provided 
by their Secretaries.) 

NI. Frrsr AND Frnat NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL BRANCH. 

General members attached to a regular Branch or Group, who wish to attend the Birthday 
Festival, should ask their Branch or Group Secretary for an application slip and return it to him 
with cash af least several days before November 15. 

Unattached members of the General Branch should apply to the Birthday Secretary for full 
particulars and an application slip, which must be completed and returned to him with cash 
before November 15. After that date it is unlikely that tickets will be available. 

Tue Brrarupay SECRETARY, Toc H, 
f 1, Queen ANNE’s Gare, Lonpon, S.W.1. 
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MUDLARKING AT ARROWE PARK 


[il en who was at the Jamboree must have felt strange flutteringsand upliftings of 

the heart at the sight of the world’s boyhood gathered at the callof the Chief Scout. The 
most prosaic and hard-boiled must have felt that something gloriously unique was taking place 
inthe mud of Arrowe Park. The Press described it as the World’s largest international gathering 
of the Youth of Nations. It was that most decidedly, but it wasn’t merely the immensity of a 
canvas city with 35,000 inhabitants from 42 different countries that gripped one’s heart. It was 
the spirit and the promise of it all that made one catch one’s breath. Underfoot the parklands 
were like porridge, but the worst porridge never contained the lumps that men had in their 
throats, nor could the mist that sat on the tree-tops rival the mist in men’s eyes as they watched 
day by day that surge of youth past their Chief standing at the alert in the Royal Box. 


At first sight it seemed to be a festival of flags, for wherever one looked clustered flags were 
splashing the vast rally ground with colour. Then they began to move, and over the brow of 
the hill they came, America 2,000 Strong, waving 2,000 Stars and Stripes, and then Austria and 
Australia, Belgium and Barbados, Canada and Chile, France and Finland, Germany and Great 
Britain, Hong Kong and Hungary, Iceland and India, Norway and New Zealand, Poland and 
Palestine, Siam and Sweden, Yugo-Slavia and the Union of South Africa. 


A marvellously moving pageant—the swelling stream of youth, like a flooding river, drawing 
its life from a thousand brooks and torrents, sweeping forward to its divine purpose. Those 
who remember the war years, when the boys marched off in that steady set towards the Channel 
Ports, felt the same choking sensation at Arrowe Park. Yet here was no military parade or 
mobilisation for war, but a happy, laughing crowd of boys writing a new page of the world’s 
history—a page illuminated with a Golden Arrow and titled “ Peace.” 

Peace and friendship were the keynotes of the Jamboree, kindliness and reconciliation were 
in the air. “Let the dead bury their dead ” was the message of every smiling face—our 
fathers have eaten sour grapes and had indigestion, but that’s no reason why our teeth should be 
set on edge. So Empress Hall got up in the middle of the night to cheer the Germans as they 

came to their London lodgings, so Ulster Scouts and those of the Irish Free State ragged each 
other happily, so Scotland marched arm in arm with Hungary, carrying their baggage for them to 
the Station. So Moslem and Hindoo cooked their meal, at the same fire, and six castes said their 
prayers together. Jt wasthe mud that beganit. The mud was incredible, but it hada wonderful 
levelling effe&t in both senses of the phrase: mudlarking for once was the pastime of princes. 
Everybody fell down, but nobody fell out. Tent ropes broke, but tempers held. The heavens 
rained their hardest, but cheerfulness reigned supreme. The mud was an endless source of 
fun and humour. It was commonly reported that in Kingsway an old lady’s head had been 
found. The finder, on trying to pick it up, discovered that it was still attached to her body. 
For herself, she said, she didn’t mind the mud, but she was getting anxious about the two Scouts 
who had insisted upon her standing on their shoulders. 

At the great Thanksgiving Service on August 4, the Archbishop of Canterbury had scarce 
finished speaking when the heavens opened and the floods descended. Within two minutes 
everyone was wet to the skin. It was the sort of rain that instinctively suggested sare qui pent, 
but not a boy flickered an eyelid ; every one of that vast congregation stood firm until the end, 
and when the Chief said ‘ You are all very damp, are you unhappy ? ” a great roaring “No” 
was the answer. “ Well, get along to your dinners”; again a tremendous “ No,” followed by 
the loudest cheers of the whole fortnight. Many had prayed for fine weather, and who dare 
say that our prayers were unanswered, for the mud and moisture called forth the best and 
truest side of the Scout spirit. Not merely the sturdy, unconquerable buoyancy that rises over 
every breaker, but the unshrinkable kindliness that turns every misadventure to account. 
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It was dark and it was raining when 


: * 
Fifty deaf and dumb Scouts came to the Jamboree. P bad been 


they arrived, but they found their way to the few square yards of sodden groun 
allotted to them for their tents. It was then discovered that owing to some breakdown © 
plans their tents and baggage had failed to arrive. Everybody clse was either asleep Of 
too busy to notice, and the dumb at best are not vociferous in making their wants or troubles 
known, When there seemed nothing for it but to stamp their feet in the mud and wait for the 
dawn, it was the blind Scouts across the way who saw thcir predicament and took them 1n, 
sharing their beds and blankets. Next day, when they marched past, the dumb and the blind 
went hand in hand, the dumb keeping the dircétion and the blind supplying the cheers. Of 
those same blind and dumb, 25 stood out in the teaming rain on Sunday morning to receive 
their Communion at the little open-air Chapel, fashioned among the trees and furnished with 
Mark IV’s Altar and Vessels. 

But the Jamboree did more than display on a vast scale the gencrous, happy camaraderie that 
the world expeéts from Scouts. Scouting found its soul in Arrowe Park. The Chief Scout, 
bless him, with his uncanny gift of keeping his finger on the pulse of Boy, showed in his speeches 
how the spiritual barometer was rising. He began the fortnight by saying that anyone can be 
a good Scout in fair weather, and by reminding us that the rain and mud would prove our metal— 
but he ended by challenging those 50,000 Scouts that they were God’s agents for the building 
of His Kingdom, and by thanking God for their friendship. 

On the last day, as a symbolic summary of the Jamboree, the Scouts formed on the rally ground 
a living Wheel of Friendship. At the hub stood the Chief, and radiating from him were 21 
spokes to the great human circle that formed the tyre of the wheel. Holding aloft a hatchet, 
the Chief said “ Here is the symbol of war, of enmity, of bad feeling, which I now bury in good 
Arrowe earth.” With that the hatchet was buried deep and well stamped home. “From all 
corners of the earth you have journeyed to this great gathering of World Fellowship and Brother- 
hood. ‘To-day I send you forth from Arrowe to your homelands bearing the symbol of Peace 
and Goodwill, each one of you my ambassador bearing my message of Love and Fellowship 
on the wings of Sacrifice and Service to the ends of the Earth. From now on the Scout Symbol 
a Peace is the Golden Arrow. Carry it fast and far that all men may know the Brotherhood 
of Man.” 

With that, a golden arrow was handed to the leading boy of every spoke, who, turning, 
clasped the hand of the boy behind him and passed on to him the symbol of Peace. Quickly 
the arrows passed down the spokes until they reached the rim of the wheel and out to the four 
corners of the Earth. There came then an amazing hush, as if the arrows had touched the hearts 
of that vast company of boys of every colour, creed and clime, and had awed them with the glory 
of the terrific mission laid upon them by the Chief. 

The interesting thing for Toc H is that the whole of this was conceived and carried out by 
Toc H scouters. The germ idea was Brooke Elliott’s of Madras. Dickie Richards of Birming- 
ham worked it out, and Colonel Thornycroft of Hereford, who was in charge of the arena, 
put it across. One of the Golden Arrows has been sent to each of the 42 countries who were 
represented at the Jamboree, and one will be treasured in the Scout Chapel at All Hallows. 

Though it may well sound fantastic to claim such a thing, it is conceivable that the way to 
World Peace has been found through boyhood friendships. Certain it is that Peace Pacts and 
Leagues of Nations cannot succeed unless there is behind them an ever-growing body of men 
loving peace and thinking peace and praying peace. At the |Jamboree we glimpsed for a 
moment the whole world, represented by its sons, clasping hands in friendship, their eyes shining 
with the purpose and promise of Peace. 

Par. 


* Under the command of J. G. Veysey, a deaf and dumb member of Hartlepools Toc H, who is also 
the local deaf and dumb missioner. 
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WITH RONNIE GRANT IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Here follows a continuation of Ronnie Grant’s record of his tour of survey round Toc H units in Sout 
Africa. Previous inffalments have appeared in the June, July and August JouRNats, 

June 23. NavAawis in my opinion the most delightful province in South Africa, perhaps because 
Iam more familiar with it than with others, and familiarity has not bred contempt, partly perhaps 
because it is essentially English and hence has the atmosphere of Home. The scenery, though 
it has not the grandeur of the Cape, except near the Drakensberg, is extraordinarily beautiful 
and more reposeful than the wilder mountains. It would be difficult to find anywhere in the 
world a view more beautiful than the Valley of the Thousand Hills, or richer colouring than 
the Berea Hill in Durban with its flame trees, the blue of the jacarandra, the crimson poinsettia, 
and the white pillared houses with red tiled roofs, mostly one-storied and looking as if made from 
the modern child’s artistic building bricks. Rolling tree-covered hills rise up behind the town 
and for some ten miles along these slopes and valleys extend the homes of the city workers. 
Seaview, Hillary, Malvern, Escombe, Isipingo, Warner Beach, and Verulam cover about 40 
miles of coastline and extend some ten miles inland, and each is a centre for Toc H ; the three 
weeks I spend in Durban will keep me busy visiting these. 


I started with the Durban Branch lunch club and a Branch meeting the day I arrived (incident- 
ally they were not, for some reason expecting me until the 30th). They have a very fine room 
opposite the Town Hall and War Memorial; they have there a canteen of sorts, a billiard table 
and a ping-pong table, which is kept fairly busy in the lunch hour. The lunch club does not 
compare with Capetown’s effort, but I hope they are going to try and remedy this soon. The 
evening meeting produced a fair muster for a debate on “ Is Toc H making progress in Durban?” 
No vote was taken, but the general opinion seemed to be that progress was being made, bat 
nothing like enough. Admittedly Durban Branch is itself going through a very difficult time, 
and the flourishing state of its daughter groups round about is not consoling but rather the 
reverse. The difficulties of a sea-side town with its many attractions loom large, and though 
all see the need for pulling together they are hardly in sufficient agreement as to the methods 
to succeed as yet in doing it. During this past weck I visited Escombe on Monday—a very live 
Group with delightful room given them by one of their members. Their Pilot gave his first 
address to probationers and didit very well. On Tuesday to Isipingo through the pouring rain— 
a keen little Group but handicapped on the job linc, as it is purely a dormitory and holiday hotel 
centre ; Wednesday to meet the Toc H Executive for Durban and discuss problems in detail 
and in the evening to the Berea Grope ; Thursday I took the Chair at the Durban Branch night, 
when Sir Kurma Reddi, the Agent for the Indian Government, spoke very finely on “ The Hindu 
Religion as a motive power to Service” ; last night I finished the week’s adtivities at a very happy 
Toc H dance at which about 150 were present. The Durban members have been most hospitable 
and have given me a splendid welcome. The affection in which they hold Billy Williams and his 
wife is most touching ; he is missed most tremendously in this part, and they long for his retura. 


June 30: To-day I leave for Pietermaritzburg for the Registrars’ Conference. Since J arrived 
here Durban has by no means been dull. On Monday in last week there was severe native 
rioting in the town which resulted in two European deaths and a number of natives, with many 
minor casualties. Rumour suggests that it arose through long-standing grievances as to the 
quality of beer in the native beerhouses, a cause not altogether unknown in England, objettion 
to various minor regulations which are necessary for dealing with the untutored savage, butare 
resented by the more civilized—the law is no distinguisher of persons—the whole used by 
agitators for the purpose of fomenting disturbance ; at the end of the week there was a bad railway 
crash close to Pinetown, where I have been staying ; and on Monday we had hail. It wasn’t the 
hail you folks know, nor even the hail known occasionally to Durban and frequently up country. 
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It was a new experiment altogether on the part of Nature, and in less than an hour cost D 
nalf a million sterling. I was attending an Executive meeting in Durban prior to meetin 
Toc Emmas in the evening. It came on to rain with thunder and lighting at about 5.3° Bee 
and as there was slight hail I colle€ted some sacking with the intention of proteéting the paint 
on the Austin which stood outside the Toc H rooms. I went downstairs to find when I got 
to the pavement that it had turned to an almost solid shcet of ice. The noise was deafening» 
hailstones varying in size from walnuts to tennis balls were hurtling off the car, tearing down 
telephone wires, smashing the street lamps, and piling up a foot high in the roadway. Torrents 
of water and ice poured down the road, and a head put outside of shelter would havc meant a 
cracked skull. By the time it finished the poor car looked as if it had been under shrapnel fire. 
It was dented all over, the roof pierced and broken, the plate glass skylight in smithereens, 
the paint torn off and the lamps battered as if a Steam-roller had been over them. A torrent 
was pouring down the stairs and I found the “ General ” and members of the Executive struggling 
to keep the icc off the billard table and to prevent the furniture being swept away in the torrent 
rushing along the floor. Every flower and leaf in Durban was stripped clean, thousands of 
pains of glass smashed and stock damaged, and hardly a roof left intaét. I fled home as soon 
as I could for fear worse befall, but I hear five Toc Emmas cameand, making an island amongst 
the wreckage, played bridge until the weather cleared up. ‘The next day I was due at Eshowe, 
but the weather looking threatening I dared not take the car out in its damaged State, so had 
to wire regrets. On Wednesday “ Clinker ” of Durban motored me to Verulam, where we had 
a magnificent mceting in their delightful rooms, which they, quite wrongly, insist on calling 
Mark I, South Africa. The Wesleyan Padre was in the chair, and the Town Magistrate, who was 
visiting, gave an admirable appreciation of Toc Hand asked to be accepted for probation. On 
Thursday Hilary, Malvern and Seaview had a joint meeting in the beautiful little hut Hillary have 
just built, The Navy turned up in full force ex “ Lowestoft” and “ Verbena” and insisted in 
initiating me into the Slu-Slux-Slan, a special Naval Toc H Order. We had a great meeting 
with much singing and good solid talk. Plumstead, the Ladysmith secretary and manager of 
the Standard Bank, told us something of Ladysmith and his hopes for the Northern area of 
Natal ; he is a great enthusiast for Toc H. 


July 7: To-day I motor with two Ladysmith members to their town, and from thence Start 
for the ORANGE FREE STATE and TRANSVAAL. 

I drove Bert Oldfield and Charlie Brown to Maritzburg in an antiquated Buick kindly lent me 
by a Durban motor firm as I had sent the Austin back to the Cape for repair. We started on 
the 56-mile trek without a spare tyre or pump, jack, or tools ; someone said no one but a Toc H-er 
would have attempted it, but faith was rewarded. Istayed with Major Way, the Central Secre- 
tary, who I found was an Old Haileyburian—Duranty of the Hillary Branch is alsoan O.H. The 
Registrars from Cape West, Transvaal, and Rhodesia sent regrets, so our conference was small. 

We had a great meeting of the two Maritzburg branches to which New Hanover, Ixopo, Hillary 
and Escombe sent representatives, and the following day I met the Toc Emmas, who were feeling 
temporarily rather dispirited. I hope, however, that closer co-operation with Toc H will pull 
them through. JI returned for the Durban Natal Conference, and also lunched with the Athlones ; 
both the Governor General and Princess Alice were quite charming. 


July 14 : Before leaving Durban I took a tourist ticket right through to Beira; unfortunately 
in a weak moment I was persuaded to motor to Ladysmith. Maclean,the manager of the 
Standard Bank, in the absence of Plumstead on leave, had also taken on the duties of Toc H 
secretary and had motored down to Durban for the conference. When we started from Durban 
on Sunday afternoon the temperature was somewhere about 85, when we arrived at Ladysmith 
at midnight it was round about 32. I sat at the back of the car, which was an open one without 
side curtains, with a rug over my feet, a greatcoat on and a dugtcoat wrapped round my head, 
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and froze; the sudden changes of temperature here are no joke. The following morning the 
Padre motored me round the historic spots conneéted with the siege, and to Spion Kop. I was 
the guest of the a&ting Mayor, P. B. Carter, a staunch member of Toc H,as he should be with 
those initials, and going round the Town Hall with him] spotted on the walls photographs, 
connected with the siege, of two familiar Toc H-ers, Col. Davey of Bath and Padre Owen Watkins. 
I of course visited the famous children’s playground, a really monumental job. ‘The giant stride 
was temporarily out of action undergoing repairs; one would have thought that the work and 
material would have defied even the energies of children, but the popularity of this particular 
item was beyond calculation. I met the Branch in their delightful room in Carter’s compound, 
shared with the Scouts. In spite of a sad exodus due to transfer of railway employees there 
was an excellent muster and they seemed full of vitality and determination. The following day 
I departed in the rain for Bethlehem in the Free State. In about half an hour the rain had turned 
to snow, and as we climbed higher the snow got thicker until it was lying nearly a foot deep in 
the openand piling up in the cuttings. At the various little stations e» route children were delight- 
ing in snowballing, the pine trees were laden with snow, and the sheep and cattle crowded 
together under the trees and banks for shelter. ‘The carriage was fortunately well warmed, but 
the luncheon car not, and I had a very curtailed meal in consequence. ‘The average speed of the 
South African trains is about 25 miles an hour, except on branch lines when it is less, so that, save 
in the mountains, where the scenery is of continually changing beauty,train journeys aresomewhat 
dreary. At Bethlehem the snow was exchanged for a biting wind, Few, the Group secretary, 
and Schofield met me with the news that the Group was defunét. At the hotel, however, four 
of the members gathered, and we had a pow-wow over the situation. Those who were there 
were really keen to do something, but it was decided to return the Rushlight and thereafter 
watch for an early opportunity of starting again. On Wednesday I took train again for Marseilles, 
from which station I had arranged to make an incursion into Basutoland to visit an old friend, 
J. C. R. Sturrock, the Resident Commissioner, formerly tutor to the Kabaka of Uganda. He 
sent his car to meet me and we had a perilous ride of twenty odd miles along the greasiest of tracks, 
which, however, showed the skill of the native chauffeur. Maseru, the capital of Basutoland, 
is a charming little place with a very small British community, mainly official. The outstanding 
feature, to one atcustomed to East Africa, is that most of the natives are on horseback, old and 
young, and much more dignified they look on the whole. ‘The Residency is a charming house 
with a very beautiful garden, in a spot where gardens are not easy. Unfortunately my hostess 
was in hospital with appendicitis, but I was made extraordinarily comfortable, with a large log 
fire in my bedroom, an unusual luxury in Africa. The next day brought me to Bloemfontein, 
where I was met by a large deputation of Toc Hand Toc Emmas. At the hotel I ran into Bishop 
Carey, just returned himself from Basutoland, but by car; he looked undoubtedly a working 
Bishop, as he was plastered all over with mud, having apparently been getting out and under. 
He is a great charaéter and most popular with everyone. Our Toc H meeting was held in a 
restaurant which was open to the public, but apparently they are accustomed to being suddenly 
left in the dark in the middle of a meal while the ceremony of “ Light ” takes place. Toc H 
at Bloemfontein is not strong but is sound, and will, I hope, grow in strength. It is a progressive 
town and the geographical centre of the Union, and will always be of importance on that account 
alone. On the following morning I drove out with a local advocate to his very charming farm 
for morning tea, the inevitable social engagement throughout South Africa, and in the evening 
met the Toc Emmas. Saturday saw me at Kimberley ; I was met at the station by “ Gaika ’’(Padre 
Kinsey) and three others, and getting into Gaika’s car, we started immediately on a hair-raising 
dash to Barkly Weft. We were met there by a good gathering of fellows at the Court House, 
and I talked to them from the Bench. They are fine mixture of diggers, mine officials, the 
Magistrate, lawyer (another Old Haileyburian), barber, gaoler, etc., both Dutch and British. 
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July 17: On Monday we motored over to Koffiefontein and had an early meeting there, similarly 
composed, in the very fine Scout headquarters. Both these places are just diamond mines 5 
nothing else, and Toc H could not be more representative of the community than it 1s. a 
the intervals between these excursions I saw the various mines, and met some of the directors 
and officials of De Beers, I was, as a matter of faét, their guest while at Kimberley, in their very 
beautiful hotel the Belgrave ;I was immensely impressed by the wonderful organisation of the 
mines and the tremendous reputation De Beers have for their care of their employees, white and 
black. The medical and sanitary arrangements are wonderfully efficient, and my visit to the 
hospital and compounds was the moŝt interesting part of my trip. I finished up with a meeting 
of the Kimberley Branch at the room given them by De Beers; it was a very cheery evening, and so 
far as the diamond fields are concerned all the “ diamonds ” are by no means those extracted 
from the ground. 


“Gaika? was a host in himself, and his family of youngsters a real joy ; shyness is unknown to 
them and they take the deepest interest in everything. Baldness apparently is not common 
in Kimberley, as the smallest boy, after gazing earnestly at me, said,“ Mr. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Grant, why have you so much skin on your head ?? To-night I depart for Johannesburg, and 
after visiting the Reef, Pretoria, Mafeking and Vryburg. I shall on August 7 leave for RHODESIA, 
and my preliminary survey of Toc in the Union will be complete. 


July 27: Johannesburg.—One of the most astonishing cities in the world ; 6,000 fcet above sea 
level; the summit of the watershed between the Indian and Atlantic oceans, and nearly 1,000 
miles from Capetown. ‘The Dutch pastoralist ploughed his land and tended his cattle on the 
wide grassy plains of the “ Ridge of sparkling waters ” only a few years back, little dreaming 
that beneath him for a Stretch of 6o miles, and in places to a depth of 8,000 feet, lay the richest 
gold deposit in the world. From thin golden threads through veins of quartz is drawn to-day 
half the world’s annual gold supply. When one realises that less than one particle of gold is 
gained from every hundred thousand particles of rock handled and that the gold already obtained 
amounts to over £930,000,000 Sterling, one appreciates the persistence and ingenuity of human 
endeavour. On the open veldt, within the memory of many of the present inhabitants, has 
grown up a great city, with every modern comfort and luxury, with its hotels and parks, its 
beautiful suburbs and clubs, its theatres, hospitals and factories, and right in the midst of it, within 
a few hundred yards of its fine town hall, rise the great glistening dumps of powdered quartz. 
The field for Toc H in this great city with all its crowded and yet lonely life, its temptations and 
its material attra€tions, is immense; but by virtue of its very size the growth here must of 
necessity be slow. Uncle Harry, helped by the preliminary spade work of Godfrey Evans, 
made a great start, but the enthusiasm with which Toc H was received was followed by the in- 
evitable re-action; yet a few stalwarts hung on and to-day the Reef contains nine Branches 
and Groups destined, I believe, in cach case to be a permanent breeding ground for the Toc H 
spirit and the service and love it engenders. On my arrival on a cold frosty morning I was met 
by my host and taken up to his house on the Ridge for breakfast. This ridge is one of the 
many surprises of Johannesburg. One enters the front of the house, which has been 
approached by a long and gentle rise along a tram route bordered by small detached 
houses such as you may find in any modern suburb, but mainly of the bungalow type; passing 
through the house onc steps out on to a broad terraced verandah to find an almost sheer drop of 
about 300 feet, across which one looks over miles of rolling plains to the distant hills, amongst 
which nestles the capital, Pretoria. | Already since my last visit the nearer vista is rapidly being 
covered by houses but the trees and gardens which grow almost as fast as the buildings retain 
in some measure the beauty of the landscape. After a welcome breakfast I go down to the 
Station again as, owing to a misunderstanding as to the time of arrival, I anticipate Toc H will 
be there awaiting me. On arrival I find Mosses the new Registrar and a few others and receive 
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the inevitable delightful welcome. A programme is planned out, the first item of which is to 
meet the Transvaal Executive at lunch on Sunday at the Zoo Park. Here in due course ina 
charming log hut by the shores of the artificial lake, 18 of us meet ; representatives from all 
along the Reef and from Pretoria. After Junch and a useful pow-wow I go to the Town Hall 
for a service of Remembrance, this being Delville Wood Day. Some 2,000 ex-service men, 
nurses and members of the Defence Force take part in a fine service with a virile address from 
Padre O’Meara who is a Wesleyan Padre of Toc H. Armistice Day is unfortunately very little 
observed in South Africa as a whole but Delville Wood Day to a certain extent takes its place. 


On Monday we make a surprise visit to Krugersdorp at the Western end of the reef, and find 
a small but keen membership who have just completed a big job installing wircless in the local 
hospital. This job has prevented healthy growth as all meetings for some time have been 
occupied in discussing the necessary business in connection with the installation, and would-be 
probationers have been bored and have failed to return to meetings. They decide wisely to 
concentrate for the future on the business of learning and teaching Toc H. On Tuesday to 
Pretoria to stay with Neville Talbot, a delightful two days with his family where I also met Tom 
Savage and Godfrey Evans. With Padre Rumbold I visited the Premier Diamond Mine and 
we discovered an obvious need for Toc H in the little mining village. The Padre who was 
trying out his new car proved to be too great an optimist and we ran out of petrol ; he went 
on in to town and sent out a tin of petrol with which I ultimately brought in his car. In the 
evening we had an enthusiastic gathering of Toc H and Toc Emmas, about 6o present including 
Neville and Tom; the following morning before leaving I met the members of the Executive 
in a local cafe and we discussed expansion, the result of which will, I hope, mean two or three 
new Groups in the near future and a Pretoria Distri€t Committee. Back to Johannesburg and 
down to Heidelberg for a week-end with a cousin and her farmer husband, A lovely spot anda 
small educational centre forms their nearest town and the Padre there informed me that he had 
had a deputation from the youth of the place asking him to assist them to forma branch of Toc 
H, but he had not been able to see his way to assist them; I make a mental note to visit my cousins 
again in the peach season and see what can be done about it. On Monday I return to 
Johannesburg and havea busy week visiting Yeoville jointly with Belgravia and Parkview ; Central 
with Fordsberg ; the L.W.H.; and Brakpan with Benoni and Springs, During this week I also 
met the Hon. J. H. Hofmeyr and General Smuts. The former is most helpful and signs an 
application for membership: he is a great reinforcement as those who met him at home will 
realise. JI also attend the Convocation at the Witwatersrand University when degrees are 
conferred on the English and other scientists attending the British Association. It is a great 
joy to meet Harold Knox-Shaw again and be able to send greetings home by him; another 
scientist is R. J. Bartlett, brother of the Harrow secretary, who is secretary of the psychological 
section of the conference. Johannesburg has often claimed that for a town of its size it has 
more brains to the square inch than any other place in the world; during this last week I do not 
suppose many people would have disputed this claim. In intervals between meetings I see 
a number of the leading business men who are genuinely anxious to help Toc H. What we 
chiefly want is that some of them should become members and give us much needed guidance. 
After a most happy fortnight with every possible hospitality from Toc H and others I depart 
for Mafeking. 


Angust 10 : Mafeking, another town of glorious memories, has not proved fertile for Toc H. 
An account of the attempts to start organisations helpful to the life of the community seems to 
indicate that it has never recovered from the exhaustion caused by the siege. “ Gaika ” (Kinsey) 
addressed a meeting in the Town Hall attended by three men and two women, the result is three 
fellows who are struggling manfully to hold on. We had a pow-wow with the very excellent 
but overworked headmaster of the school and he has promised to try and help get the Toc H 
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idea over, and I have hopes of ultimate success, After one night I left by train for Vryberg 
where I was the happy guest of the Mayor and Chairman of Toc H, Elliot. A fine lot of fellows, 
Dutch and English, with a good record behind them and I believe a greater ahead. After an 
early meeting the following evening the problem presents itself how to get back to Mafeking 
to catch the train for Buluwayo leaving the following morning at 6.30. It is solved by four 
young Toc H members who voluntcer to motor me back. We Start at 8.30 p.m. and arrive 
at Mafeking at 1 a.m.; after a drink in my room at the hotel my escort Start back, arriving at 
Vryberg at about 6 a.m. just in time to bath have breakfast and go to work, a fine Toc H 
job ungrudgingly performed. The following Friday morning I arrive at Bus/imvayo, SOUTHERN 
Ruopesra,and am met by Tredgold the Registrar; acold and bleak day, compensated for by 
the warmth of my welcome. My experiences in Rhodesia will complete the diary of my first 


tour, and if the Editor is forbearing enough I shall hope to try and sum up my first impressions 
of Toc H in Africa. R.C.G. 


TWO BOOKS FOR TOC H 


Tubby’s New Tales 


Plain Tales from Flanders. By the Rev. P. B. Clayton, M.C. Longmans, Green & Co. 
38. 6d. (AL members should order through the Registrar at H. Q.) 


A note in the August JOURNAL prepared members for the appearance of.a new book from 
Tubby’s pen, and their expeétancy is now to be amply rewarded. “It is hoped,” says the 
note on the book’s ‘jacket,’ “that this new book will become as precious to the members of 
Toc H as the first Tales of Talbot House,” and surely this hope will be justified. The first Tales 
is a rich, continuous narrative of life in the Old House of Poperinghe ; this new Taks consists 
of sixteen separate pieces, each complete in itself, wonderfully varied in their scene and subjeét, 
and yet strung together on a single thread—the spirit which manifests itself in Toc H as it was 
Once, is now, and shall be. A few of these pieces have appeared already in the pages of the 
Journat—the stories of George Dewdney and Archie Forrest (“ They shall grow not old ”) 
and of Cecil Rushton (“ A man greatly beloved ”), and the poem to the Elder Brethren, which 
in January formed the dedication of the présent volume of the JouRNAL. These are among the 
best things that our pages have ever contained, and will now be gratefully read again and again. 
But the rest will be new to readers, and what a harvest itis! You will start, let us hope, with 
the dedication, which is a letter to the “ Gen.” himself ; you will go on through Flanders and 
France to Knutsford jail, you will see Herbert Fleming again at “the Shop,” pass back to 
Flanders, and end your journey finally in a cottage at Basingstoke. And all the time you will be 
in the company of true men, whose humble, humorous, heroic character Tubby will read for 
you, intenscly living men though most were ordained soon to die. Many a banquet is spoilt 
by specches, so let us not go into detail about the contents of this book, saying worse what 
is there said so superlatively well. The whole changeful picture it presents is painted in the living 
English speech of which Tubby is a master. Can you trust yourself to read aloud to its lovely 
ending “ The Land of Beulah,” or that intensely poignant chapter, “The Story of M— ” ? 
Every Toc H member will take these things to himself, at once proud and humble over them, 
as his own possession. And will not many a stranger, perhaps a critic of a movement he does 
not really know, come to understand through these pages that (as Tubby writes) “‘ the wisest 
man in the world, the most cunning craftsman in the organisation of societies and movements, 
could not create Toc H ; it is a family, above, below, most closely knit by God”? Solong as Toc 
H endures and maintains the true light it has received, this book will be one of its “ classics.” 
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The Best of the Argument 


Doubts and Difficulties. By Cyril Alington. Longmans, Green & Co. Cloth, 5s.; Paper, 3s. 6d. 

Jim Maddison and his wife, Mary, are the sort of nice people you often have the good fortune 
to meet. Jim’s education has been on the scientific side, and he says, on the first page, “It’s 
not the least good arguing about it—I don’t believe in religion.” Mary, as a person of all- 
round intelligent mind, without any specialised knowledge, can’t help asking questions about 
matters of belief. They are both friends of the Headmaster of Eton, who is a parson to Start 
with, and then a schoolmaster, whose business is to deal not only with stupid, unenquiring 
people, but with all sorts of intelligent and eager minds. So there you arc—he can’t help 
arguing with Jim or writing letters in answer to Mary’s questions. But he opens his book with 
a personal letter which begins : “ My dear Tubby, you began all this, and you must take some 
responsibility for the result.” To which Tubby replies, in a letter also printed: “ My dear 
Dr. Alington, what is this that you have done? .. Soon you will have new debtors ; for 
I reside in the conviétion that what you have here done will not be wasted. When I came 
snuffing such distinguished legs I was eager to point out to better brains than mine that there 
was ample room for something aimed at being readable along the very lines you have pursued. 

: . In fine, sir, you have brought shining gifts to bear upon the problem I put up to you. 
God bless you for love’s labour. Many a Jim and Mary throughout and beyond Toc H will 
join me in so saying.” From which you will gather that there has been some sort of intrigue 
between Dr. Alington and Tubby in the background, of which this book is the upshot. To 
make the very best of it, you must let yourself be caught in their intrigue. In other words, 
join Jim and Mary, with their doubts and difficulties, as most members have done at some time 
or other. Dare to argue with the Headmaster of Eton—he has taught too many plain people 
ike you and me to be highbrow himself—and you will not be sent empty away. 


OBERAMMERGAU, 1930 


There are a hundred members of Toc H and L.W.H. who have no memory more lasting 
than that of their pilgrimage together to Oberammergau to see the Passion Play in 1922. The 
Play will be given again in 1930 (and after that not until 1940), and it behoves all who wish 
to share this wonderful experience to make up their minds as soon as possible. Oberammergau 
is in Southern Bavaria, close to the Austrian frontier, and, as the crow flics, Cologne is almost 
exaétly half way to it. The journey is therefore long and must be expensive : members should 
lose no time in putting aside their money for it. Arrangements for a Toc H Pilgrimage ofa 
least 100 have now been made with Messrs. Thos. Cook (who have the best possible facilities 
for Oberammergau), and the PROGRAMME (subjeét, of course, to alterations) will be :—Saturday, 
Axngust 23, Leave London 8 a.m.; arrive Brussels 4.30 p.m., where Brussels Toc H will no 
doubt welcome the party. Stay the night. Sunday, August 24, leave Brussels, 5 p.m. ; a night 
in the train, arriving on Monday, Angust 25, at 8.40 a.m. at Munich. Breakfast and lunch there. 
Leave Munich 3.30 p.m., arriving Oberammergau 6.30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Auguft 26, 27, 28, at Oberammergau. Wednesday (8 a.m.—6 p.m.) will be given to seeing the 
Passion Play. Friday, August 29, Leave Oberammergau, 8.30 a.m.; lunch in Munich; arrive 
Bingen (on the Rhine) 9 p.m. Saturday, August 30, Leave Bingen 12 noon by Rhine steamer, 
arriving Cologne, 6.45 p.m. Leave Cologne 1 a.m., arriving in London again on Sunday, 
Augus 31, at 4 p.m. For members able to spend longer away extensions from Oberammergau 
into the Tyrol, etc., will be planned. 

THE Cost (which includes all travelling, meals, billets, from London to London, August 23-30) 
will be under £18, so that members should reckon £20 as covering everything. A Deposit 
of £1 is essential in order to secure a place in the party. This should be sent as soon as possible 
to The Secretary, Passion Play Pilgrimage, 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, S.W.1. 
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THE STAFF CONFERENCE OF 1929 


“THE Fifth Annual Staff Conference was held at St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, on August 24-29. 

Å The following members of the staff were present for the whole or a part of the Conference oe 
L. G. Appleton (Padre, West London Area), Harold Bagot (Assistant Padre, North Western Counci 
Area), Barclay Baron (Editorial Secretary, H.Q), R. R. Calkin (Secretary, London Federation), 
M. C. Callis (Pilot and Secretary, Yorkshire Council Area), P. T. B. Clayton (Founder Padre), A. St. 
G. Colthurst (Padre, Yorkshire Council Area), Alan Cowling (at present to be employed at S: beffield), 
H Eastwood (Assistant Secretary, London Federation), T. Garaway (Padre, South Eaflern and 
Eastern Areas), M. P. G. Leonard (Adminiftrative Padre), J. H. Lindsay (Overseas Commissioner 
for India), Arthur Lodge (Secretary, North Western Council Area), John Mallet (Secretary, Eastern 
Area), H. F. Sawbridge (Padre, North Western Council Area), Hubert Secretan (Hon. Secretary, 
Schools Service Burean), R. H. L. Slater (Padre, Northern Area), Major W. H. Spurrell 
(Overseas Commissioner, Migration), Colin Stevenson (Secretary, East Midlands Area), Ainsworth 
Taylor (Assiflant General Secretary), J. Tytler (Padre, Yorkshire Council Area), Jollifie Walker 
(Resident Pilot, Bristol), Owen S. Watkins (Joint Adminiflrative Padre), Gilbert Williams 
(Padre, South Eastern Area). The following also attended by invitation:—Alan Leake 
(atling as “ A.D.C? to Tubby), C. J. Magrath (Hon. Visitor, Yorkshire Council Area), 
Reg Staton (Resident Pilot, Leeds), Les Wheatley (Mark XVII, Newcastle), C. G. 
Williams (Padre, Hobart, Tasmania). A number of members of the staff were prevented by duty, 
illness and other reasons from attending. Harry Ellison (Overseas Commissioner) recovering 
from long illness, telegraphed from France “ Sonenirs affettuenx a la famille—Oncle Henri” ; 
Dick Pennell (Secretary, Southampton) was, to everyone’s regret, prevented at the last moment by 
illness from coming. Letters of greeting, signed by those present, were sent by the Conference 
to a number of the staff of Toc H overseas. Barkis was in the chair—in as far as there was a 
chairman—throughout. 


The Conference met under ideal conditions. The buildings of St. Edmund Hall (only sur- 
vivor of the ancient “ Halls ”? of Oxford which have otherwise been swallowed up or squeezed 
out by those greater and wealthier corporations, the Colleges) are those of a typical Oxford 
College in miniature. The accommodation exactly fitted the numbers of the Conference. 
Each member had his set of rooms—a “sitter ” and a “ bedder ?”—looking out on the green 
lawn of the quad, where all daylight sessions, grouped round St. Edmund’s own 12th century 
well, were held. They ate all their meals in the panelled dining hall, beneath the portraits 
of benefactors through the centuries, they worshipped twice or thrice a day in the quiet and beauti- 
ful little chapel, with its cedar panelling, its deep stalls and its light tempered by the earliest glass 
with which Burne-Jones enriched Oxford. Lying under the trees on the grass on sunny mornings 
to do business, sitting together for evening sessions in a smoke cloud in the 14th century Junior 
Common Room, continuing their “ committee-work ” or discussing private problems by twos 
or threes in cach other’s rooms late into the night, in allthey were completely at home. For 
the opportunities of this delightful place they had, before all, to thank Alfred Emden, Principal 
of the Hall, who broke his well-earned holiday to come and play host to them, and for unfailing 
services of every kind they were beholden to the “ Manciple ” and other College servants. They 
carried away with them a warm invitation to come again, if circumstances permit, next year, 
and a little early Christian lamp, inscribed in Greek with “ Thrice Holy,” which the Principal 
transferred from his own colleétion to the little “ museum ” of lamps, Toc H and otherwise, 
which is gradually accumulating at Headquarters ; and they left behind them a small addition 
to the Hall plate—a silver mustard pot bearing an inscription which may serve—who knows to 
how many coming generations of St. Edmund Hall men ?—to conneé the name of Toc H with 
the Hall’s history. 
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It would be a queer mistake if any reader were to picture the Staff Conference merely as a 

pleasant and protracted “ staff-outing.’? The Conference so far has had no official standing in 
Toc H: it is a purely voluntary meeting which costs holiday time and money to those who 
attend it. It can and does discuss many things, but it has, of course, no executive powers of 
any sort. It makes no decisions, but it does try to reach a common mind on matters, often 
difficult and disputed, of importance in the life of Toc H, and to frame definite recommendations 
on this or that point which can go forward to the Central Executive for consideration and accept- 
ance or rejeGtion. It is an opportunity for those who work whole-time for Toc H, scattered as 
they are and absorbed in their local problems, to get together once a year, to pool their experience, 
to think aloud, and to look ahead a little without distraction, For this the three or four hard- 
won days are found all too short. The routine has always been to hold three sessions a day, 
roughly speaking from 10a.m.~1 p.m., from 5 p.m.-7 p.m., and from 8.30 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
(which not seldom means midnight). But this does not cover all the business. Again and 
again it is found that some particular point holds up the discussion, and then a small “ com- 
mission ” of three or four is told off to consider it more thoroughly in their “ spare time ” and 
submit their findings on paper on the following day. In effeét this meant at Oxford that many 
members of the Conference were at work during the “ free ” afternoon or af ter the evening session 
with pen and paper. A few tennis rackets appeared in people’s luggage, but not a single game 
was played; many went for walks in Oxford or spent an hour or two on the river, but even 
there “shop” was talked a good deal. Delightful and stimulating as all this is, it cannot be 
reckoned as a holiday. At the same time aétual achievement is not the only or the most important 
objeét of the Conference. Its best feature, the thing which sends members back again to their 
jobs grateful and newly inspired, is certainly fellowship with one another. Fellowship is the 
first aim of Toc H (this is always worth repeating because it is sometimes forgotten), and Service 
is Only the natural means of creating Fellowship and of expressing it. And so the common 
work and worship of members of the Conference in these few days serve greatly to knit them closer 
together. If the job of the whole-time staff is largely to plan the building of Toc H and to try 
to guide the whole membership which builds it, the Staff Conference presents a picture of the 
little team, bound together by deep personal ties, joyfully at work on its proper job. 

Plainly it is impossible in these pages to reproduce discussions and talks which filled four 
days : not only were they too long for our space, but some of their most important conclusions 
have yet to go forward to the Central Executive for consideration. Moreover, the atmosphere 
(by which is meant something more than tobacco smoke) which mattered so much in them 
cannot be reduced to mere type. What follows is a brief indication of the programme :— 


THE LAMP AND THE CHAIN OF LIGHT 


Saturday, August 24 : The Conference assembled for its first corporate job—tea in hall. There 
after followed a short discussion on what it was going to discuss, é.e., a choice was made of the 
subjects suggested beforehand, and a rough programme of the sessions planned. At 8.30 p.m., 
after Tubby had opened the Conferegce with prayers, questions were asked about the work of 
The Guard of the Lamp—was it doing its job as originally laid down? Two members of the 
Guard present replied that it (2) examines carefully all applications for Branch status and passes 
on its recommendations to the Central Executive ; (4) receives the Annual Reports of Branches 
and goes through them all (no small task) and tries, in the light of these, to see that Lamps are 
worthily maintained ; (¢) has dealt with a number of cases of discipline. A good deal of dis- 
cussion on the value of Branch reports followed. It was gencrally recognised that the Guard 
could not keep properly in touch with the successes or failures of units if it dispensed with these 
reports, and it was also felt that the reports, while they gave trouble—and indeed partly because 
they gave trouble—to the Branch officers who compiled them, often helped Branches to take 
stock of their own progress to their advantage. 
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The Chain of Light : Toc H Australia, as members everywhere will remember, inaugurated 
a “Chain of Light” at their Birthday Festival in May, when they lit their Lamps in Perth, 
W.A., and asked Toc H units in every country to do the same in continuous succession until 
the light had passed right round the globe from East to West and returned to Australia again. 
This pi€turesque gesture had appealed to many members, and Australia is wondering whether 
and how it should be repeated (sec letter from Don Cleland in August JOURNAL, p. 297). The 
Staff Conference debated as to whether repetition would blunt the edge of a striking ceremony ; 
whether, if repeated, the chain would best start from the same or another country, etc. Already, 
it was pointed out, many units at home and overseas make a special point of meeting and holding 
“ Light ” as near the hour of the central Birthday Festival in December as possible : this “ stand- 
ing to” of members throughout the world could, in effe&t, be transformed into a “ Chain of 
Light,” if the idea were emphasised at the moment of the Lamp-lighting in London. Corre- 
spondence on the whole subje& goes on with Australia and no definite decision is yet made. 
In any case the Conference wished to thank Toc H Australia for the idea of the “ Chain.” 


A PAPER—AND A TALK 


Sunday, August 25: There was a celebration of Holy Communion (as indeed there was each 
morning) in the chapel at 8 a.m., and no session was held until after tea, when Padre Owen 
Watkins, perched on the stone well-head—a favourite pulpit—in the centre of the quadrangle, 
read a paper on “ What the Methodist Revival can teach Toc H.” This paper was so full of inter- 
esting historical parallel and stimulating suggestion that it is hoped to publish it soon in its 
entirety in these pages. The discussion which followed touched on the praétical issue of the 
relations between Toc H and the Regnal League. ‘The Regnal League, founded at Bethune in 1917 
by Wesleyan chaplains, had a war-time origin comparable with that of Talbot House, founded 
in Poperinghe in 1915 by Anglican chaplains ; and the present aims of “ Regnal”’ are so closely 
related to ours that the two movements, it was Strongly felt, must either grow closer together 
or—to each other’s loss and hurt—draw farther apart. Members of the Conference therefore 
pledged themselves to help Toc H as a whole to approach Regnal “ Circles,” wherever they 
could get in touch with them, in a spirit of unity rather than of criticism. Mutual knowledge 
and understanding would be the path to true co-operation. 


The evening session was handed to Tubby to use as the spirit moved him. The result was a 
talk “at large ”?” which defies all report. For several hours Tubby’s mind ranged from subjeét 
to subject, illuminating one issue after another with flashes of amazing wisdom and humour. 
He opened one subjeé by saying that he was “a unicorn, having only one point in his head 
which he was determined to press home ”—and five minutes afterwards he had faced about to 
press home some point entircly different. He had as many points indeed as the “ fretful porcu- 
pine ”’—yet never fretful nor stabbing his hearers at random. Heraldry, in fact, in its wildest 
flights has not invented the creature which could symbolise his talk that night. Spellbound, 
his listeners tried to keep abreast of him, but sometimes the pace was too hot, the cliffs too high, 
the jumps too daring. It was a wonderful evening that sent them at last cheered but exhausted 
to their beds. 


CoNCERNING MEETINGS 


Monday, Augu% 26: The morning session was devoted to the subject of Toc H Guelt-nights 
and Meetings, Many members in Branches and Groups must share with the staff the feeling that 
the average weekly Toc H gathering is not always “ worth while.”” In too many instances it 
has lost its early freshness ; its programme has fallen into a routine rut or drifts too aimlessly to 
be a programme at all ; it offers little inspiration or insight into the spirit of Toc H to the stranger 
who comes as guest, and (as figures of members’ attendances often go to prove) it no longer 
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holds members themselves. Some fundamental ideas as to the rea] purpose of a meeting need 
to be stressed, some new resources to be tapped, some original thinking and careful preparation 
to be made if meeting together as the bond of fellowship is not to fail. This problem in many 
aspeéts was debated and a “ commission ” of five was appointed to put the ideas of the Con- 
ference on paper. They worked busily on this and the draft report they submitted next day 
to the Conference will, it is hoped, be of real service to Toc H when it is ready for these pages. 

The status of Toc H Rovers was discussed by a “commission ”’ and some recommendations 


were drawn up. 
Tue PROBLEM OF THE ‘Dun’ MEMBER 


The afternoon session plunged the Conference once more into the most debated subject at 
almost every Toc H conference at home and overseas—the problem of The “ dud” member and 
what to do with him. No one can consider satisfaétory the common solution which thrusts 
a slack and defaulting member out of his Branch or Group into General membership. ‘There 
Bill Smith, accounted unworthy by his own Branch, continues to wear the emblems of Toc H 
before the eyes of the world, and to stand beside his fellow General members such 
as Tubby and the Chief Scout and those many honoured workers and senior well-wishers 
of the movement for whom General membership was originally designed. How to cut off 
the dead wood which hampers our progress—and yet how to hold on to the man who is not 
yet a “good”? member but who might grow to be one? These are questions which every 
living unit of Toc H continually faces. “It is a question of quality as against quantity,” as 
a speaker said at the All-India Toc H Conference which recently debated this subject (see 
August JOURNAL, p. 299). The second Staff Conference (1926) tried to tackle the problem at 
one end by suggesting the new office of Pilot, whose chief task should be to ensure that 
no one was cleéted a member of Toc H who was likely to prove a “dud” : this suggestion 
has been carried into effect in most units and is already bearing fruit. The Conference of 1929 
attempted to tackle the problem at the other end, i.e., to find a fair and workable means of 
getting rid of a member who has proved that “ he who is not with us is against us.” A 
small “ Commission”? put some definite recommendations of the Conference on paper for 
submission to the competent authority. 


Toc H anp Tue NATION 


At the evening session Padre Alan Colthurst read a paper on The application of Toc H to the 
life of the nation. “ What is Toc H for?” he asked. Is the time ripe for its real, but not easily 
definable, spirit to be turned in more definite channels of service to the nation and the world? 
Ought Toc H to define its creed (e.g., the Four Points of the Compass) more precisely? Ought 
it to “ come down ” with a united front on this or that great social or international issue of the 
day? ‘These are questions which have undoubtedly engaged and perplexed many members 
already. The discussion which Alan’s paper provoked was much involved and at any rate 
revealed the perplexity of some members of the staff. In so far as the general conclusions can 
be disentangled, they were these :— (7) The job of the Family of Toc H is to Stick to its present 
work for at least another ten years, It is not yet ready for any “ crusades ”’ ; (4) Toc H is there- 
fore to go on trying to be in every dire€tion a handmaid, a bridge, a leaven (metaphors all 
members will understand), committed to no one cause or set of causes, but serving all; (ii) 
But the staff of Toc H (#.e., those who are called to lay plans for it and to lead it) are desirous 
of more guidance as to its purposes—there is need for some system of training the teachers 
of Toc H ; (jv) The true aim of Toc H is to lead men to Our Lord and, “ according to the mind 
of Christ,” to corporate work for the kingdom of God; (v) But this does not absolve us from 
giving more thought and continually better work to the application of Toc H to all sorts of 
religions, social and industrial problems. 
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Toc H AND THE SCHOOLS 


Tuesday, Angust 27: The morning session opened with a message delivered by “Mac” 
from his uncle, the Provost of Queen’s, who is over 90 years of age, wishing well to the Con- 
ference and the work of Toc H. The business of the session was The Schools Service Bureau 
and the whole question of the relation of the public school boy to Toc H. Hubert Secretan, 
as Secretary of the S.S.B., gave the Conference a very clear and reasoned Statement of the organi- 
sation and policy of the S.S.B., and of the progress already made with the appointment of 
school correspondents and local Toc H representatives—the first to put Toc H in touch with 
the boy leaving school, the second to help the boy, if he wished, to find a job of service, inside 
or outside Toc H, in the place where he went to live and work. Hubert described the attitude 
of headmasters and schools themselves are generally sympathetic and generous, provided that 
the demands made upon them by the S.S.B. were clear and not too exaéting. He had a good 
deal to say (as had Tubby and others) about the attitude of the public school boy towards Toc H, 
and the things for which it stood. It is common knowledge that the public school tradition 
implies a shyness and reserve which makes boys suspicious of “ movements ” (especially with a 
religious label), and intolerant of anything that seems as “ hearty ” as Toc H surely is. “ We 
are now dealing,”’ said Tubby, “ not with the post-war generation (that has had its day) but with 
a non-war generation... We are rapidly approaching the welding of society on the basis 
of funétion rather than of class—and Toc H has a contribution to make to this new order... 
We want Esau, the ‘ hairy man’ of the public school, because he is Esau, not because he is public 
school. And most of him has an avidity to get out of the unreal world of school to see the man- 
in-the-strect without doing him good or being done good to. (Hence the success of the 
“industrial tours ? run by the S.S.B. for schoolboys.) .. But the public school boy must look at 
Toc H and sce how he fits into it, rather than vice versa. It is a question of manners on both 
sides i.e., fair treatment of Toc H by public school men as well as of them by us.” Hubert 
was convinced that, while the public schools were nauseated by general exhortations to service 
which had been overdone by all sorts of people, they were genuinely attraéted by the claims 
of definite needs and praétical jobs of work. Personal contaét with the men who were doing the 
jobs was what public school boys liked. And the S.S.B. was to be considered primarily as an 
instrument which could do this job for the youth of the nation, not as an inlet pipe for public 
school men into Toc H. On the religious side, the Upper Room at Poperinghe and the fourth 
Point of the Compass, if presented straightforwardly to public schools, attracted boys because 
they were things real and new and outside their formal fear of things “ pi.” Among the many 
aspects of the subjeét discussed were the friendly service, unrivalled by any other association, 
which Toc H could give to boys going overseas, and the opportunities which Toc H ought to 
seek by getting among elementary school teachers in the training colleges. 


FINANCE—AND FUN 


Finance was the chief subjeét raised at the afternoon session—the particular point being that 
the staff needs clearer information about the finance of Toc H in order to bring home the situa- 
tion to members. As an example of what could be done by an Area Secretary, a circular letter 
addressed by John Mallet to units in the northern Home Counties and Eastern Area was produced 
in which figures were clearly set forth and the responsibility of every individual member em- 
phasised. 

There were two other events, both highly hilarious, during the day. The first was the im- 
promptu staging and aéting of a cinema film in the quadrangle after lunch. All members 
present were roped into the cast, Pat Leonard with his cine-camera (a parting gift from Toc H 
U.S.A.) was the photographer, and Bill Dormor (late of the London staff) who happened to drop 
in on a visit, aéted as impresario, minus megaphone, in the background. ‘The story of the film 
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was a Toc H Guest-night as it should sot be carried out, in fa& the worst Guest-night ever, as 
members, we hope, will recognise when they see the result (if any) ona screen. The second event 
was a real Guest-night, one of the best, that night in the Junior Common Room to which the 
Oxford Branch and the college servants were invited. There was food and smoke and much 
song—including some unexpectedly good comic talent. And then Tubby called on “ Jolli” 
Walker to speak. What came forth was an unforgettably simple and moving personal story 
from the landing on Gallipoli. Owen Watkins followed briefly, and the meeting ended with 
prayers. 
BEFRIENDING THE MIGRANT 


Wednesday, August 28: The morning session was handed over to two of the Overseas Com” 
missioners who had come specially from London to speak on Migration. First Spurrell, who is 
particularly concerned with Toc H’s efforts to befriend boys and men emigrating to Canada 
and Australia. He was able to report that the organisation and work of local jobmasters and 
units to help these migrants was going well at home. The members dealt with were very 
considerable, and overseas, where units were smaller and more scattered and so less able to cope 
with numbers, the organisation was less complete. Specimens of the leaflet on Toc Hand its offers 
of help which were put into the hands of migrants were circulated, welcomed and criticised in 
certain details. A number of points were discussed and suggestions madc, e.g., that the job of 
welfare officer on a ship carrying emigrants was a fine Toc H opportunity; that local Sub- 
commissioners to the Overseas Commissioners at the Tower Hill office might be praéticable ; 
that in collecting and distributing clothes to migrants (one of the ways in which members were 
already busily helping) more use should be made of local Emigration Committees which did 
this work. One general principle which the Conference held strongly was that the job of Toc H 
towards immigrants was one of friendship, not of organising migration. Members everywhere 
should therefore be careful not to promise migrants too much, nor offer them services which 
Toc H could not perform. Lindsay then followed. His particular job, the continuation of the 
work which Sir Ludovic Porter began at All Hallows before his death carly in 1928, is of a different 
kind—viz., helping youngsters, mainly from public and other secondary schools, going out to 
India for the first time in the service of banks, commercial houses, etc. Lindsay was able to 
report considerable progress with interviewing Eastern firms at home and getting their interest 
and co-operation. Tubby added that it was to be regarded as an aét of definite disloyalty if any 
Toc H member found a youngster going out East and failed to commend him to Lindsay’s 
department. (Men going further East, or to South Africa or South America, are also helped). 

In the afternoon most members of the Conference went out by car either to visit the farm 
training colony for migrants at Wallingford (a further account of which will, we hope, shortly 
appear in these pages), or to take tea at Broughton Castle, the wonderful mediaeval home of Lord 
Saye and Sele, a foundation member of Talbot House and a member of the first Executive of 
Toc H. In the evening a varicty of details of various kinds which had been left over were 
discussed, and Tubby produced a pile of letters, etc., which yielded a rich and varied harvest. 

Next morning (Thursday) the chapel bell summoned the Conference to its last aét of worship. 
Breakfast and farewells followed ; some members went back to thcir jobs, others to prepare for 
the Ypres Pilgrimage next day—all with regrets that a good thing must end so soon and all with 
the certainty that it had been worth while. B..B. 


Toc H Pocket Diary for 1930 


All Secretaries (and general members) who have not yet ordered their new Diaries and 
wish to avoid disappointment should apply ¿immediately to the Registrar at H.Q. Prices: 
To Secretaries, 20s. per dozen, plus postage, for sale at zs. each (profits to local funds); 
single copies 2s. each. 
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A GOOD CORPORATE JOB 


je the Spring of this year the National Council of Social Service, which administers the Lord 

Mayor’s Coalfields Distress Fund, approached our Headquarters with the suggestion 
that Toc H should undertake the whole running of what seemed to them a constructive plan 
to help young unemployed miners. H.Q. at once welcomed what was clearly a fine opening for 
a Toc H corporate job, but pointed out that it could only be undertaken if Toc H units on the 
spot in the distressed areas felt themselves able to tackle it, The National Council, which was 
already in touch with some of our members in the North, did not appeal in vain. On May 16 
Toc H in the Northern Area decided to accept the corporate responsibility of staffing and 
running continuous camps for young out-of-work miners from the Northumberland and Durham 
coalficlds—the National Council of Social Service to mect the whole finance of the under- 
taking out of the Distress Fund. The objeét of the camps was definite and constru@tive—to 
restore and build up the physique and morale of youngsters who had long been out of work, 
or who, in many cases, had never had a chance of being employed since leaving school. Just 
as Talbot House opened its doors in old days to help men to stand firm against the demoralising 
fa&tors in the life of the Salient, so now Toc H was to help lads, through camp discipline and 
esprit de corps, to make a stand against the demoralising atmosphere of unemployment. Who 
shall say that this task is an easy one or not worth attempting ? And who, after seeing what 
even one Summer’s experiment has accomplished, shall say that it can’t be done? Boots and 
doles of various kinds are Still essential in the distressed arcas, but the creation of a new outlook 
and a new spirit may last longer and go further than any other help. 

No time was lost after the decision was made. A “ Camps Committee” held its first meeting 
on June 22. Col. W. de Garis Martin (“ Martini,” of Newcastle Branch) was the Chairman, 
and Capt. Marshall (“ Froggie,” late of Mark XVIII, and then working with Padre Pestle at 
Tantobie) was made whole-time Secretary ; a representative of the Distress Fund and others, 
including Padre Bob Slater of the Northern Area, constituted the Committee. At once, Sub- 
Committees (cach of two, three or four members—the way to get business done) were appointed 
to deal with (a) the choice of youths for the camps; (b) seleétion of the camp chief and staff ; 
(c) selection of camp sites ; (d) rations ; and (e) transport. After taking into consideration the 
holiday period of Toc H members and likely camp helpers, it was decided that the camps should 
open not later than June 25. This left just a month in which to make all arrangements. The 
first obvious job was to find suitable sites for the two camps, one in county Durham, one in 
Northumberland. Two members of the Committee, after a few days’ search and negotiation in 
Durham, secured a good site at Seaton Carew, at a rental of £24; they made immediate arrange- 
ments for water to be laid on by the West Hartlepool Corporation. The two members who 
explored Northumberland had greater difficulty. After journeys over a very large area, they 
found an ideal site of about 20 acres, which the tenant farmer freely gave them leave to use— 
subject to the sanétion of the land owner. In spite of much correspondence and pressure, this 
sanction was refused. Another search had to be made, and eventually a field at Embleton was 
rented for the month of August for £5. Meanwhile the other sub-committees were making 
Progress. ‘The two members concerned with the selection of the campers found splendid allies 
in the managers of local Labour Exchanges and officers of the Juvenile Employment Bureaux 
in both counties. These officials backed up the Camp Secretary by supplying lists of suitable 
candidates and helping to make the best selection, and by getting the lads ready in time for 
camp. Where a lad’s kit was deficient, this was made up at the camp and did not debar his 
coming. The Transport Committee made arrangements with two omnibus companies (Northern 
General Transport and United ’Bus Co.) to carry the campers at a flat rate per mile per *bus- 
load. The transport worked without a single hitch throughout. The boys were colleéted at 
the doors of the various Labour Exchanges and taken dire&ł to the camps; 
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in every case a boy was told which *bus he was to return by, and at the end of his allotted forts 
night in camp found the same "bus and the same driver waiting to take him home. Too much 
stress cannot be laid on the splendid co-operation of the bus companies, who tried to help at 
every turn and issued the clearest instructions to their drivers. The committee charged with 
seleGting camp staffs were compelled, owing to shortage of time, to take, with few exceptions, 
those who came forward to offer their services. With a very few exceptions, as it turned out, 
the work and discipline of the staff was all that could be desired. The variety of experience and 
inexperience among these camp helpers, their caution or adventure, and the difference of type 
to be found among them went a long way to make the lads feel at home. Except in rare cases, 
at the discretion of the Secretary, every member of the staff was required to pay for his own 
keep while in camp. The Rationing Committee spent a considerable time in fixing contratts for 
food, as, contrary to expectation, firms were not at all anxious to grant any concession on their 
usual retail prices. They also drew up the wenn for the camps to begin with, and got out a weekly 
report sheet for checking the Quartermaster’s stores. As it proved, the camp cooks soon settled 
down; their kitchens were models of tidiness, and called forth praise from every visitor to the 
camp. Special mention should be made of Mr. W. Brook (the chief cook), who inspired everyone 
by his never-failing smile under all kinds of conditions. 

Each party of boys, to the number of 200, came into camp for a fortnight and the total who 
thus used the two camps this summer was 1,200. The camps were different in their situa- 
tion, and some voted for one, some for the other as the ideal. The Northumberland camp was 
just outside the small village of Embleton, which has no pi€ture-house or other amusements. 
The ground was so rough as to be useless for sports, and an additional field had to be taken. 
On the other hand, from the drainage point of view it was perfe&t. The Durham site gave boys 
easy access to the Fun Palace in Seaton Carew itself, and there was a picture house a short distance 
away at Hartlepool. The flat field was ideal for sports, but after a time did not drain or wear 
very well. On the whole the Camp Chiefs came to the conclusion that the best site would be 
in a secluded place—but “ not too isolated.” Both camps were ultimately divided into seétions 
of twenty lads cach, with two tent crews in each seétion, and cither one or two officers. This 
made it possible to run a league system for all games which kept the campers continually inter- 
ested. Soccer, rounders, Rugby touch, tug-of-war, cricket and cross-country running proved to 
be the most popular games and sports. Clothes presented a problem, as “ in all cases the clothing 
of boys was unsuitable for camping.” A total of £90 was spent on the free issue of shirts, socks, 
towels and tooth brushes, and the sandals provided were voted a huge success by the boys. 
Health on the whole was good, and the sanitation of the Seaton Camp won high appreciation 
from the M.O.H. of Hartlepool. There was a regular daily routine from 7 a.m., when the 
“Rouse” was sounded, until “lights out” at 11 p.m., and each fortnight, with its crowded 
hours of happy employment and good food left a mark of better health on every camper. And 
what was the effeét on wora/e—the ultimate end of the experiment? “‘ First impressions of the 
boys,” says the camp report, “ were in many ways not pleasing ; there were hang-dog slouches, 
a dullness, a desire to return from field to street, and a profanity of speech hardly in keeping with 
decency, and due, no doubt, to habit. Two things were in our favour—the obvious opportunity 
on the part of Toc H. to give, and the obvious willingness on the part of the lads to receive. 
They were most strikingly open to suggestion, and, with a little taét, could be got to do anything 
that we wanted. We may claim to have led the boys to a better outlook by a human, rather 
than by a mechanical, discipline. As an experiment, we are convinced that the camps have 
fully justified themselves, and the idea of bringing this type of lad under the influence of the 
tenets and principles of Toc H as exemplified by the officers present, will have a lasting efe&. 
A fortnight is, however, definitely not long enough a period to secure permanence, and so very 
much will depend upon the ‘follow up’ work to be undertaken by Toc H. Lists of all the lads 
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who have attended the camps will be sent to all existing Branches of our movement, but we feel 
that it is imperative that assistance should be found to establish Toc H in every area concerned.” 

Considered as a corporate Toc Hjob, this work brought together members and friends from 
all parts of the North—Newcastle to Carlisle, Middlesbrough to Morpeth; it cemented old 
friendships, and gave birth to many new ones. It made considerable demands upon members 
l5 helpers were required at a time for each camp), who often themselves live under conditions 
of industrial depression, but it has opened very great possibilities to Toc H in the North. Let 
the summing up rest with Mr. W. P. Richardson, Secretary of the Durham Miners’ Association, 
who thus wrote to Bob Slater (Area Padre): “ I paid an informal visit to the Seaton Carew camp 
to-day, and I am very glad indeed that I went. I had the opportunity of mixing among the 
young people, and found that they were high in thcir praise in connc@tion with this work. . . . 
Before leaving I was given the chance of speaking to the boys, and I never felt happier in my 
life than when doing so. Iam sure there are the makings of some brave men among these lads ; 
and, whilst I hope that the days of mceting together as comrades will never pass, I also hope 
that we may sec the time when unemployment will be swept out of our midst as a scourge that 
is undesirable. . . . Ithink you are very fortunate in the type of men who are in charge of the 
boys and are doing such creditable work.” 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


Ø New STAFF APPOINTMENTS: We welcome 
the following :—Rev. J. D. Tyrzer to be 
Padre at Hull (Yorkshire Council Area) vice 
Rev. F. Molyncux, resigned; Rev. Sam 
Davis (Primitive Methodist, late Hon. Padre 
of Darlington) to be Padre, Northern Arca, 
vice Rev. R. H. L. Slater, resigned; ROBERT 
Sawers (late of Mark I.) to be Organising 
Secretary for Scotland, where he will take 
up duty at Glasgow about October 25; 
ALAN CowLING (Sheffield) to be an Area 
Secretary, at present employed on special 
work in Sheffield; REG Sraron (Red House, 
Leeds) comes on to H.Q. Staff as Distri& 
Pilot, Leeds. Overseas: Rev. Tom REED to 
be State Padre, South Australia (Wright 
Memorial Chaplaincy, Adelaide); Rev. W. H. 
Kinsey (“ Gaika,” see p. 344) to be Organising 
Secretary and Association Padre, South Africa, 
Ø CentraL Executive: New members 
are E. C. (“Eric”) Brasy (London) and 
Col. H. Foorner (Hon. Distri&t Secretary, 
Southampton) vice Beresford Ingram (London) 
and Col. H. M. Farmar (Lichfield), resigned. 

@ New Houses: A new Lonpon Mark 
(Mark XXII, in place of the Bermondsey 
house, long closed) will be opened at 94, 
Denmark Hill, S.E.; a Hostel at 20, Poole 
Road, BouRNEMouTH, is being transferred to 
Toc H by the Gordon Boys’ Association. 


Ø We offer our congratulations to the Right 
Rev. Joun Wuite (a President of Toc H), the 
first Moderator of the Church of Scotland 
after the Union, to which he has contributed 
so much, with the United Free Church. 

Ø A YORKSHIRE AREA CounciL (see Secre- 
taries’ List, p. v.) has been formed, to include 
all Distriéts in Yorkshire except Tyneside 
(Northern Area). The first meeting of the 
Council, which the Archbishop of York and 
Tubby will attend, was at Leeds on October 5. 
Ø New Brancues: Congratulations to the 
following on their promotion :—(A¢ Homey: 
Barpon HILL, BLACKPOOL, CANNOCK, HANDS- 
WorRTH, Morron, RAINHAM, TAVISTOCK ; 
(Overseas) : CAWNPORE (India), CHRISTCHURCH 
(N.Z.), Dunepin (N.Z.), Escomse (Natal), 
Forr Beaurorr and Port ELIzAaBETH (Cape 
Province East). Al! further applications of 
Groups for Branch flatus must reach the Guard 
of the Lamp at H.Q. by October 31. 

@ A Sour Yorks Toc H. Bazaar, a big 
combined effort of all units in S. Yorkshire, 
is to be held in the Cutlers’ Hall, Sheffield, 
on November 21-23, for the Endowment Fund. 
Ø Tue Toc H Masque, “ The Light of the 
Lamp,” will be given in Birmingham Town 
Hall on Sunday, November 10, the eve of 
Armistice Day. Tickets from Messrs. 
Priestley’s, Colmore Row, Birmingham. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Edward Everest 


A telegram sent to Tubby on August 8 (he was out of London at the time) from All Hallows 
Porch Room, read “ Captain Everest passed over mid-day to-day.” Behind it lies a great Rory 
which Tubby thus briefly tells in the Times of August 12: “To-morrow at South Norwood 
Cemetery a group of friends and fellow-members of Toc H will follow to his burial a mao 
of small worldly distinétion ; but few hale men have done more good than this disabled Civil 
servant. Edward Everest was born and brought up at Hastings in the eighties ; 1914 found him 
in the employ of a London auétioneer. By September he was commissioned in the 1$t Surrey 
Rifles (21st London Regiment). In Salonika a mysterious malady marked him down, and by 
1919 he had lost the use of his legs. He now became a temporary clerk in the Ministry of Labour. 
Here his capacities triumphed, as his physical state grew worse. By 1921 he was Secretary to 
the Secondary Schools’ Appointments Bureau, and during the last eight years had interviewed 
and placed in business careers some 20,000 schoolboys, aged from 16 to 20. In 1928 alone he 
found posts for 1,300, a process involving patient care, sure judgment of young charaéter, and 
upwards of 10,000 interviews. All this time his disability was growing more painful and more 
desperate. He held right on until June, 1929, when the paralysis had reached his throat. After 
a month in one of the 570 beds of the Roehampton Hospital still filled with those for whom 
the War is not yet without significance, he died on Thursday last, his work welldone. ‘Thousands 
of youngsters now in London offices, and some as far afield as Argentina, will mourn in his 
passing the loss of their most understanding friend. To watch his wheel-chair moving here 
and there at the annual reunions of his official charges was to become aware of his most singular 
gifts. His memory and judgment were as unfailing as his cheerfulness. Behind lay sacred 
motives, which make what here is written an understatement of the spirit of the man.” 

Just three months earlier, when it was becoming clear that his office work must soon be at 
an end, a fellow-official at the Ministry of Labour wrote to Tubby: “ The heroic fortitude 
and untiring zeal with which Captain Everest has pursued his course here, in the face of great 
and increasing suffering, defies description. His insight into, and sympathy with, boy nature 
has amounted to genius. The wonderful and patient courtesy with which he has conduéted 
his work has won all hearts. Many thousand boys, now well launched on honourable careers, 
owe their happy fortune to him. Apart from this, of the many many boys who have come 
here to seek his advice, there can be few if any who have not gone away fortified with the 
inspiring memory of a rare presence.” 


Lady Noble: A Friend of Toc H, Newcastle 


In the work of building Mark XVIII, and establishing a centre for Toc H in the North, 
none gave more constant and encouraging support than Lady Noble, of Jesmond Dene House, 
Newcastle, who has been called to Higher Service. In spite of her hundred and more years, 
she was present at the opening of the Mark and climbed the many Stairs to attend the dedication 
service in the Resident’s Study, set apart in memory of her grandson, Marc Noble. Justa few 
months ago she accompanied H.H. Princess Marie Louise to open the bazaar at the Mark, bearing 
brave witness to the last, and challenging us all by the wonderful example of her vigorous faith 
and courage. Her name will always be associated with Mark XVIII and remembered as one 
of the pioneers of Toc H in the North. 


R. E. Follett : Anlaby Group 


“Uncle Bob,” as he was known in Toc H, was a Foundation Member, who was deeply 
respected and is sadly missed by the little Group in the Hull Distri& which always looked to him. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


London 


The Northern Diffriff Committee held a 
very successful week-end conference at Barnet 
on September 14-15: the representatives, 
by a very happy plan, were billeted on members 
of Barnet Branch. Saturday evening opened 
with community singing conduéted by Tom 
Ratcliff, and then Padre Appleton gave an 
audience of about 80 (including members 
from St. Albans and clsewhere) a talk which 
was a fitting prelude to the first session on 
Sunday morning on the subjeét of “ Meet- 
ings.” This was opened by Donald Cox 
(Highgate), and the second session on 
“Recruitment”? by Bunny Hill. Service at 
the Wesleyan Church in the High Street was 
followed by lunch: the conference was 
finally summed up from the chair by Morley 
Jacob. FINCHLEY, who opened the season 
with a reunion on September 6, are providing 
their distri& with a Poor Mams Lawyer. 
HACKNEY are to hold a house-warming 
party on October 9 in thcir new quarters 
at 82, Clapton Common. Recent doings 
of MUSWELL HILL include a ramble on 
August 14, an informal meeting on a minia- 
ture golf-course, a meeting on September 4 
with other Boys’ Club helpers in preparation 
for the autumn’s work, and a meeting on Sep- 
tember 11, when, with the help of the Distrié& 
Secretary, they usefully diagnosed their own 
case and put a finger on the weak spots. 

A remarkably successful Eastern District 
Social Night was held at ILFORD on Septem- 
ber 11, when all but one of the Branches, 
Groups, and Gropes of the scattered Distri& 
were represented—and in great numbers, 
too. Len Forrer (recently Distri€& Pilot) 
came up from Sevenoaks and gave a most 
inspiring talk on the “Psychology of the 
Individual.” BARKING is to be congratu- 
lated upon its elevation to Branch Status. 
News is lacking from the remainder of the 
Distri&t except from LEYTONSTONE, 
where pioneer work is being done in regard 
to the evening supervision of school play- 
grounds opened for children’s entertainment. 


Federation 


A Hospital Savings Association Group has 
been Started; and a concert party has been 
launched to raise funds for various local 
institutions. Help is also being given to the 
E.S.F.A. New Gropes are firmly established 
at LEYTON and BUCKHURST HILL, 
and there are good prospects of extension at 
DAGENHAM. The annual informal meet- 
ing of the Eastern Distri€t Committee went 
off gaily at Southend during the week-end 
Sept. 28-29; during the weck-end, SOUTH- 
END Branch and RAYLEIGH Group com- 
bined to produce a “ Model” Guest night. 

A joint conference of the South-Eastern 
Distrit# Committee with representatives of 
L.W.H. in the Distri&t was held in May. 
Some quite useful discussion was produced, 
and the meeting helped somewhat to further 
understanding. DARTFORD, sanétioned as 
a Group on June 19, will receive their Rush- 
light at a guest-night on the first or second 
Wednesday in Oétober. DEPTFORD have 
established contaé&t with a Deaf and Dumb 
Social Club. Three members look in regularly 
twice a week, and are busy learning to con- 
verse without the need for an interpreter. 
Boys transferred from the mining areas were 
invited to a Gueést-night, and each one has now 
a member of the Group aécting as his “ Big 
Brother.” A new Step forward in the life 
of the Group was made on July 19, when 
members who have been with the Group 
since its inception were initiated. The home 
of the Group, the Christchurch Settlement, 
continues to increase its furnishings and 
generally home-like atmosphere. The 
“Settlement News” (price 1d. per copy) 
keeps local inhabitants in touch with Toc H 
and its ativities. Each edition shows an 
increase in size and circulation. ELTHAM 
have taken up new quarters, larger ones, 
at a church hall, although it is intended that 
this shall be but a temporary solution of the 
housing problem. A change of officers has 
been made, and thoughts are busy with the 
winter programme. SYDENHAM are taking 
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a&ive Steps to shake off the effects of recent 
lethargy. An “implosion” by Sydenham 
on Eltham found the Jatter unpacking the 
first set of cups and saucers which they had 
ever owned. When these had been filled 
and emptied, an Eltham Rover talked on 
scouting. This provoked an interesting and, 
at times, almost heated discussion. Sydenham 
are to open a boys’ club in the winter, and 
intend to begin by taking some of the boys, 
prospective leaders, to spend an afternoon 
at Sidcup. GREENWICH have established 
conta& with the Goldsmiths Hostel at Black- 
heath. As the Goldsmiths College is attended 
by men from many parts, it is thought that 
this may prove to be a useful one with far- 
reaching effeéts. An adolescents’ club at East 
Greenwich is a recent addition to the “ Jobs ” 
list. One seétion of the Club is mixed, and 
is managed with the aid of the L.W.H. 
LEWISHAM made a new experiment by 
going into “training ” for three evenings— 
hot, summery ones—in early July. Each 
night found a large gathering keen to listen 
and think and discuss ; almost every Branch 
member was able to attend for at least one 
evening. “Brock”? (Area Padre) and East- 
wood (Assistant London Secretary) helped 
to lead off several sessions; discussion fol- 
lowed, Full details cannot be given here, 
but the idea is offered to all Branches and 
Groups; the attempt in Lewisham was felt 
to be really worth while. Alan Simmons 
(Lewisham Secretary) will send particulars to 
anyone who enquires. An assistant jobmaster 
now organises all work for “ Pip-dons ”’ 
(Physically Defeétive children) and “ Emma- 
dons”? (Mentally Deficient folk) in Lee, 
Lewisham and Brockley. A new cripples 
parlour has recently been opened at Lee. 
SIDCUP are keeping a regular band of cleaners 
and gardeners at work on the Sidcup War 
Memorial. The Branch members have effect- 
ively kept in touch with each other during 
the summer by tramping together for a short 
while on one or two evenings, and for the 
whole day on several memorable Sundays. 
One or two Thursday nights have been 
devoted to tennis; then at 9.45 p.m. in the 
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Branch Headquarters, the Ceremony œ 
Light, business, coffee and a chat. Three 
cricket matches have been played, again 
Distri€t Rover Scouts and others. A match 
against the South-Eastern Distri& was arranged — 
but the Distriét team found only four players ! 
Having given much attention to the Branch 
Garden during the summer, Sidcup hope to 
begin making the inside of the “Hu” 
much more home-like in the coming winter. 
WOOLWICH, following the suggestions 
for establishing overseas links, have adopted 
Prince Rupert Group, in North Wes 
Canada, and are keeping in touch by letters. 

In the Southern Distriff COULSDON slack 
ened its aétivities in August, but on the 
31st gave 4o youngsters from Hoxton an 


afternoon of 
at Chipstead. 


the local L.W 


fresh air, exercise and food 
Much help was given by 


.H., Rovers and some members 


of Hoxton Group, and there were many 
gifts from sympathisers. 

The Western District prepares to receive 
Tubby on Oétober 7 at a Distri& Guest-night 
at EALING, not in the photographic studio 
where the Branch has been wont to meet, 
but in two or three class-rooms of a Wes- 
leyan School (long since abandoned for 
school purposes) which it has secured, with 
the help of L.W.H., as headquarters. Here 
Tubby is to inaugurate an Ealing “ Every- 
man’s Club,” as much like the Old House 
at Poperinghe as possible in the circum- 
stances. Ealing members have no illusions 
about the show : no jobs are to be sacrificed 
for it. At first it will be opened only on 
Wednesday evenings, in addition to Sundays 
(with the willing help of L.W.H.), for a 
“family circle? with the idea of picking up 
a good many of the young people who wander 


aimlessly up 


and down Ealing Broadway. 


ACTON, too, has moved into new quarters, 
the basement of a shop which had to be cleared 
of machinery, cleaned and made homely. 
Its “ cellar-warming ”? was quite a jolly affair 
with the Northern Distri€& chairman there 
to wish the Group good luck. For the res, 
Branches and Groups have been busy with the 


arrangement 


of their winter programme, 


= 


while an excellent report of progress comes 
from a “ grope’”’ at South Kensington which 
Mark I was instrumental in setting on foot. 
Members throughout the area should make 
a note of the faét that Pat Leonard will be 
at Hammersmith (a Western Distriét corporate 
servicc) on Sunday, November 10, and 
“ Barkis ?” at the second Distri& Guest-night 
on January 10, FULHAM and CHELSEA 
making the preliminary arrangements. 


North Weflern Difirié ran a very successful 
weck-end camp at Ruislip on August 17-18. 
Harrow Group secured the use of an excellent 
camping ground, and ran the catering very 
efficiently. Good use was made of the reser- 
voir nearby, and there were three discussions, 
led off by Ian Caldwell (Distrié& Pilot), Keith 
Fraser (Eastern District Secretary) and Arthur 
Fyfe (Hampstead). Several useful contaéts 
were made between the Branches and Groups 
attending, which will be of immense value 
to the Distrié& in the coming winter. HARROW 
have moved to new Headquarters at Crown 
Street, and will be meeting there weekly on 
Thursdays. HARLESDEN are following 
„their example, and are acquiring a room above 
a stable. The UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
Grope hopes to be recognised very shortly, 
while new contaéts have been formed in 
RED LION SQUARE and MILL HILL. 
MARK VII have decided to call the new 
club rooms at the back of the house “ The 
Hailey,” after Jack Clark. The room will 
be used for Branch aétivities, and arrange- 
ments have already been made to have the 
Poor Man’s Lawyer and an Information 
Bureau on different evenings during the 
winter, Guest-nights arranged are as follows : 
October 31, North Western Distri Guest- 
night in the House, speaker, Tubby; Nov- 
ember 7, Talk on the “ Underground Rail- 
ways ; 14, Mark VII Birthday ; 21, “ Browno ” 
on “ The Relation of the Sexes.” 


London Sports Club: Tennis Tournament 
Finals were held at Queen’s Club, by kind 
permission of the committee, on Sep- 
tember rr. Results: Men’s Singles—H. R. 
McDonald (Mark II) beat F. H. Mason (Mark I) 
6-1, 6-2,; Women's Singles—Miss K. Owen 
(Wimbledon L.W.H.) beat Miss W. Hiscox 
(Hammersmith L.W.H.) 6-3, 6-0; Men's 
Doubles—W. S. Harvey and J. P. Davics 
(Mark II) beat A. T. Cooper and F. H. Mason 
(Mark I) 8-6, 6-3. 

London Entertainments Committee. The 
Committee’s seventh season will begin with 
the produétion by the Drama League of 
Galsworthy’s masterpiece, “ Strife,’’ at the 
Cripplegate Theatre, Golden Lane, E.C.r. 
on Oétober 24, 25 and 26. The show on the 
26 will record the Drama League’s tooth 
performance, and 2soth of the dramatic 
and concert shows arranged by the Enter- 
tainments Committee. The profits on this 
occasion will be divided between the Toc H 
Endowment Fund, All Hallows Berkyn- 
gechirche, and the St. Gabriel’s Clubs Build- 
ing Fund organised by the Westminster 
Group of the L.W.H. Tickets (1s. 2d., 
zs. 4d., 3s. 6d., 5s. 9d., and 7s. 6d.); hand- 
bills and display posters may be obtained 
from the Hon. Business Director, George 
Martin, 4, Montem Road, S.E.23. The touring 
show this season is to be “ Tons of Money,” 
the first performance of which will be given 
on November 2. “ Hay Fever” will also 
be continued in the New Year. Nearly 20 
performances have already been booked 
of the two plays. “ The Toc H Entertainers ” 
began operations in the middle of October, 
and later in the winter the “ Tic-Tocs”’ 
Concert Party will be revived. Applications 
for performances by the Drama League 
or Concert Seétion should be addressed in the 
first instance to the Hon. Entertainments 
Secretary, J. Gibson Horne, 21, Willow Road, 
N.W.3. 


South-Eas tern Area 


In the West Surrey Diftrid FARNHAM have 
found varied jobs during the summer, in- 


cluding digging and planting the garden of 


a man too ill to do it himself and too poor 
to afford paid help ; entertaining and befriend- 
ing ten miners temporarily employed by the 
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Urban Council; raising money for the 
Hospitaland forthe Ellen Terry Home for Blind 
Children. Eleven GODALMING members 
“imploded?” on a Portsmouth Gucst-night, 
where their first C. of E. Padre, Colson, now is : 
they regret also to be losing a Free Church 
Padre, transferred to Yorkshire. A start has 
been made with “Toc H Corners” in the 
Parish Church and Wesleyan Church where 
Toc H literature is on sale. On September 18 
Paul Slessor and Mrs. Slessor came from 
Keston to open the third annual fete. GUILD- 
FORD have raised enough money to send 
20o poor boys to the seaside for a weck. 
Members are sick-visiting, helping to form 
a Juvenile Organisations Committee, and 
assisting to keep local beauty spots free of 
litter. Monthly meetings in the gardens 
of various members have been held by 
LEATHERHEAD during the summer and 
several “hikes? have also taken place. 
Jobs are plentiful. On two occasions flowers 
were colle&ed and sent to All Hallows and 
Guy’s Hospital and now clothes are being 
gathered together for Poplar children. A 
“ bath-chair brigade ” takes out local invalids. 
One member is now secretary of the Ashtead 
Branch of the League of Nations Union and 
several have joined the British Red Cross 
Society. A successful tennis tournament was 
held during July and August. Membership 
is now over 40. A new Group—REIGATE 
AND REDHILL—was recommended for 
sanction at Distrit Committee meeting in 
July. Started in February this Group shows 
much promise and had a small nucleus of old 
members to found it on the right lincs. 
WEYBRIDGE—and the Distri€t—regret the 
departure in July of Harry Monk, secretary 
of the Group and Branch for three years and 
more recently the first West Surrey Distriét 
secretary, He was one of the founders of 
Toc H in Weybridge, and his work for 
Toc H in the distri€ét was a wonderful example. 
His cheerfulness and energy will doubtless 
find an outlet at Bromley, his home town. 
Meetings during the summer included picnics, 
hikes—and a tour of the gasworks ; a carnival 


_ procession and dog show were organised 
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by members to help the Hospital. A useful 
job put up to the Branch by the Hospital 
authorities is the formation of a small com. 
mittee of Toc H, L.W.H., and outsiders to 
investigate complaints against the management 
of the Hospital. An emergency job, done by 
the Pilot, was help given to the medical staff 
in the control of a delirious Brooklands Track 
patient: other members of the Toc H night 
emergency team “stood by” to take turns 
but the patient unhappily died. The Boys’ 
Club reopened early in September. Toc H 
and L.W.H. have also given 30 Poplar children 
a day out. The WOKING Secretary took 
to himself an L.W.H. wife on September 14. 
A regular Group job is a monthly service for 
the deaf and dumb of the distri& with the aid 
of a London padre, the L.W.H. providing tea. 


FOLKESTONE at the height of the 
holiday season finds most members working 
overtime to provide for other people’s wants, 
but their daily work thus provides many tests 
for the exercise of the Toc H spirit. Tubby’s 
suggestion that Folkestone members should get 
to know cach other better by going out ina 
boat together has been taken seriously,and more 
than once they have Janded on the beach 
again green and groggy : the number of trips 
is diminishing—they know each other now. 
WHITSTABLE is settling down to serious 
work with the Boys’ Club, and have for the 
first time entered the Boys’ Saturday team in 
the Canterbury and Distrié Football League: 
it is less casy to get fixtures for the Wednesday 
team. On August 31, Bellingham Branch 
brought 330 children (some of whom had 
never scen the sea) and 30 adults to Whitstable 
where the Branch arranged tea, tc. 
for them, The Bishop of Dover, an old 
friend, was a welcome visitor to the Branch. 
A word of hearty congratulations to the 
retiring Editor of Jottings, the monthly 
news-shect, now in its 35th number, of 
WEST KENT Branch. Members in this 
scattered Branch have been kept pretty busy 
in many ways during the hopping season 
this Summer. PLATT WING has had a 
successful Boys’ Camp and once more helped 
its Padre’s Church Fair. 


Eastern Area 


In the Thames Valley Distrié# ABINGDON 
made a strenuous effort to raise {100 towards 
a new cottage hospital. A house-to-house 
colleétion realised over £80 and on August 31 
they packed fourteen wildly dressed members 
into one car and, with the help of some Oxford 
members, extraéted another’ £10, mostly in 
coppers, out of their neighbours. The Group 
is now preparing to give concerts to help 
the hospitals and in the villages to assist 
Scout funds. At SLOUGH the industrial 
gtowth of the town, while providing from 
time to time new blood from other Branches 
and Groups, presents the Group also with 
Its greatest problem. There are at the moment 
more than 500 “immigrants” from the 
distressed arcas—over 100 of whom are 
recommended to the care of members by H.Q. 
Absence of accommodation, the comparative 
smallness of the Group and the wide billcting 
area prevent them from touching more than 
the fringe of the invading army. One side 
of the problem that seems to have been over- 
looked is, that since the immigration com- 
menced local uncmployment has increased 
by at least 200 per cent. The Group, 
still meeting at the Y.M.C.A., has changed 
the nights to the first Monday and third 
Thursday in each month in an endeavour 
to enable all members to keep up their attend- 
ance. They have, too, under their wing a 
few stalwarts of the more virile sex, who are 
groping after an L.W.H. Rushlight. The 
visiting at Princess Alice House has been 
much intensificd this year, and Eton College 
members are helping us in this effort at 
Stretcher-bearing. A team of the Group’s 
immigrant profeges, mainly from Wales, enjoyed 
an afternoon’s cricket at the College at the 


end of last half. Other work goes on. HIGH 
WYCOMBE goes on Steadily, with growing 
membership. On July 27 the Group enter- 
tained all the crippled children of the town 
(23) to tea at Saunderton, collecting them 
in cars. 

BURY ST. EDMUNDS colleéted 350 poor 
children on August 15 for an outing to Elveden 
Park, opened to them by Lord and Lady 
Iveagh. The Group had colleéted £50 and 
appealed to 500 motorists for the loan of cars 
(the response was rather disappointing). 
Games were played until tea-time when the 
children ate steadily while the Red Cross staff 
Stood by expceétantly, but there were no 
casualties. Small money prizes were given 
to the winners of children’s races, etc., and 
the sweet stall had to open in earnest. The 
procession of cars then re-formed and delivered 
the children to their waiting mothers (some 
excellent photographs have reached the Editor) 

WOLVERTON organised a gala parade 
in aid of the Northampton General Hospital 
on June 22, at which everything exccpt the 
weather went well. On June 15 members 
took part, as Roman soldiers, in a local 
pageant, which was repeated a fortnight 
later, in aid of a church; and on August 17 
they were busy on a flag-day for the Seamen’s 
Benevolent Society. On November 7 the 
Branch holds a Guest-night to which they 
hope to invite at least six other units, in 
order to exchange ideas. NORWICH have 
undertaken, as their latest corporate job, to 
act as guides to take visitors round the 
Cathedral on Sunday afternoons. Guest- 
nights have kept up excellently during the 
Summer. Distri& conferences in the county 
have proved both useful and enjoyable. 


West Midlands Area 


BIRMINGHAM Toc H Roversand members 
of the Distriét, about 20 in all, held a week-end 
camp on the lawn of Amblecote Vicarage, 
near Stourbridge, on September 14-15, which 
was a great success from the point of view 
both of Toc H and of the Amblecote Scouts. 


On Sunday afternoon all joined in a procession 
to church in conneétion with the Hospital 
carnival. SOLIHULL Group received their 
Rushlight in the Parish Church on July 31, 
when “ Reevo ” (Area Padre) spoke. NORTH 
STAFFS now meet in their new headquarters, 
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Shelton, Stoke-on-Trent, on 
NEWPORT (Salop) Group 
d on June 22 at a 
at which 
A Guest- 


ViGoria Place, 
Wednesdays. 

was formally inaugurate 
service in the Parish Church, 
“Reeyo” delivered the address, 


night followed to which 


representatives, Since then ASES 
has taken the male inmate tae ney 

Union for an outin S OF the yÊ 
in cars belonging 


ten Gr 


to members 


Yorkshire Council Area 


The outstanding recent event in HULL was 
the entertainment at Mark X. of a party of 
26 young Germars who were camping on the 
neighbouring coast. A speaker who could 
talk German explained Toc H to the guests, 
apparently to their satisfaction, and they were 
primed with the JOURNAL and information as 
to Toc H beginnings in Germany. At a 
boisterous sing-song the home team pitted 
its strong singing capabilities against the 
more polished performance of the visitors. 
BEVERLEY report that their summer pro- 
gramme has been sufficiently interesting to 
hold members in spite of other attractions. 
COTTINGHAM are on the way to getting a 
house of their own. Their Boys’ Club is re- 


starting, and they are busy wi 
library and visits to the Sanne the yj 
LAND has had a tough pee Se 
losing a number of its older mes SM 
keenness of young membe Fa: 
is filling the gap. A corporate job ne Oten 
and decorating a Blind Institute G Ainting 
has led to the local authorities ad !tb-toon, 
for work amongst the blind. opting them 


Group at ANLABY lately held ite ee 

l y held it 

Festival. The small memberskidi iA 
e 


at present on raising mone 
Scouts from debt. 

The Hull Diśstri& regrets the 
“ Moly ” (Rev. F. Molyneux) 
Padre, and wishes him well in 


ts 
ts and prop but the 


J OUng 
Itthdy, 
ere 
y to free the les 


departure of 
» the late Ary 
his new job, 


N orthern Area 


GRANGETOWN have been very busy 
developing their Boys’ Club. Among jobs 
has ' een the care of a disabled ex-Service 
man with a family: a telay of members has 
been taking him out in a chair, digging his 
garden and generally setting his house in 
order for him. The Group “ imploded” 
recently on Darlington and Dormanstown. 
During the summer the HARTLEPOOLS 
Branch has been kept busy with the Boys’ 
Camp at Seaton Carew, (see p. 331), where 
boys have been “in residence” for two 
months. Some members were there four or five 
times a week, and provided the advance party. 
The main impression was the wonderful 
way in which the Toc H spirit spread among the 
boys {many of whom came from undisci- 
plined homes) when they came into camp 
under the quiet influence of the camp officers. 
The Mayor and Corporation of West Hartle- 
pool were most sympathetic and visited the 
camp on August 21. On four occasions the 
Branch was proud to take its Lamp out to the 
camp for meetings, and was glad to welcome 
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some camp officers at its club-room, Oth 
jobs include more gardening for the Cri Ë 
Children’s Homes at Elwick ; orga 
and stewarding a concert in the Town Hil 
for the Port of Hull Orphanage; weekly 
visits (with the help of L.W.H,) to the 
Cameron Hospital Library; and a weekly 
evening at the Deaf and Dumb Mission, 
A Branch member, himself deaf and dumb, 
was in charge of the whole contingent of 
deaf and dumb Scouts at the Jamboree at 
Birkenhead. A garden party, helped by 
L.W.H., in aid of the Endowment Appel, 
L.W.H. Headquarters and the Teesside 
Area funds realised over £50. STOCKTON 
AND THORNABY Group is growing rapidly, 
with a jobmaster who worked on the s 
of the Old House at Poperinghe. Corporate 
work is done at the Hospital, where members 
have formed a library and for which they have 
bought a gramophone to entertain the re 
ridden patients. One hundred and b sl 
children were helped to the seaside, and ah 
from the Orphan Homes are taught to S¥ 


to | 
g to Trent Ney? 


Southern and Western Krets 


sting talk on the Scout movement 

An eet COWES and EAST COWES 
E give by the Isle of Wight Commissioner 
on July Deputy Commissioner. The Com- 
d i expressed surprise that Cowes, 
jer yachting port of the world, 
o Sea Scout troop, a previous troop 

. ~ died out some three years ago, and 
paving to Toc H for help to form one. 
appe? Ta the older members present at once 
Two tecred to help form a troop and several 
yolun members came forward and offered 
pe a becoming Sea Scouts themselves, 
e Commissioner approved, and it was 
jecided to limit the troop at first to eight who 


should be trained in readiness to help the 


scoutmaster. Other members volunteered 
their services as Badge examiners. The 
troop has now been enrolled and is at work. 
A member has also undertaken the office 
of secretary to the local Scouts Association, 
which was vacant. The Commissioners did 
not therefore approach Toc H in vain. 


SWINDON B 
each other, and mri know themselves, 


; from “ furrin parts ” 
Pema = completely as a result F their 
enS a ideal Spot, considerate weather, 
ina E oe good scout cooks and 
k: i 8 turriners” all helped to produce 
E joy and fellowship from start to finish. 
an pate soon got down to bare earth 
ae advice and wisdom long before 
$ E ean had cooled under its garage 

cim. Bathing, singing, feeding, smoking 
and sleep followed in close order. Man 
power thus strengthened provided a useful 
£160 for Hospital funds by producing and 
selling in thousands a “ RagMag,” a combined 
effort of practically every Branch member. 

The job of service to the “show folk” 
who move round from fair to fair, which 
West-country units began last year (see 
November JOURNAL, 1928, p. 449) has been 
continued, and the Editor has received photo- 
graphs taken inside the Toc H Showmen’s 
Huts at Ilminster and Crewkerne. 


Wales 


The Distri& Committees have proved their 
worth so thoroughly in S. Wales that we are 
glad to know that the North and Mid-Wales 
Committee is now in being, the Hon. Sec- 
retary of the COLWYN BAY Branch which 
Tubby is visiting on October 3. Before these 
notes are in print, we expect that BANGOR 
in the North and PONTARDULAIS in the 
South will have been recognized as Groups. 
ABERYSTWYTH Group continues to forge 
ahead, amongst other services rendered we 
have to note that they have had several calls 
on their “ blood-transfusion ” squad, NEW- 
PORT Branch have been particularly lively 
lately, their special forte being organising 
fetes for Charity, this of course in addition 
to their regular corporate jobs. Padre Moly- 
neux, late Padre of the East Yorks and 
Lincs Area, who has gone to Newport to 
the Seaman’s Mission, will be a tower of 
Stength to the Branch. In August a very 
Successful Camp was held at Mawdlam. 


PORT TALBOT were the prime movers 
and organisers, they were ably seconded 
by NEATH, who also sent a large contingent 
of boys, and LLANELLY and CARDIFF 
also had detachments there. In all about 
220 boys attended tne Camp; weather on the 
whole was not too kind, but there was no 
serious illness and altogether the Camp was a 
great success. Special mention is rather 
invidious when so many fellows contributed 
to the running of the camp, but the “ Camp 
Commandant” Bill Owen, the Q.M., Alf 
Powell, both of PORT TALBOT, Gray 
Rees of NEATH, and Bob Lewis of CARDIFF, 
all gave of their best. The Camp was visited 
by the Mayor of Neath, and by the Chairman of 
Council in Wales, Sir Geoffrey Byass, and by 
many other celebrities. M.O.H. of Port 
Talbot kindly aéted as medical officer to the 
Camp. Owing to lack of funds MORRIS- 
TON were unable to send their local lads to 
the sea at the MAWDLAM Camp. Instead 


341 


Shelton, Stoke-on-Trent, on 
NEWPORT (Salop) Group 
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The outstanding recent event in HULL was 
the entertainment at Mark X. of a party of 
26 young Germars who were camping on the 
neighbouring coast. A speaker who could 
talk German explained Toc H to the guests, 
apparently to their satisfaction, and they were 
primed with the JOURNAL and information as 
to Toc H beginnings in Germany. At a 
boisterous sing-song the home team pitted 
its strong singing capabilities against the 
more polished performance of the visitors. 
BEVERLEY report that their summer pro- 
gramme has been sufficiently interesting to 
hold members in spite of other attractions. 
COTTINGHAM are on the way to getting a 
house of their own. Their Boys’ Club is re- 
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GRANGETOWN have been very busy 
developing their Boys’ Club. Among jobs 
has ' een the care of a disabled ex-Service 
man with a family: a telay of members has 
been taking him out in a chair, digging his 
garden and generally setting his house in 
order for him. The Group “ imploded” 
recently on Darlington and Dormanstown. 
During the summer the HARTLEPOOLS 
Branch has been kept busy with the Boys’ 
Camp at Seaton Carew, (see p. 331), where 
boys have been “in residence” for two 
months. Some members were there four or five 
times a week, and provided the advance party. 
The main impression was the wonderful 
way in which the Toc H spirit spread among the 
boys {many of whom came from undisci- 
plined homes) when they came into camp 
under the quiet influence of the camp officers. 
The Mayor and Corporation of West Hartle- 
pool were most sympathetic and visited the 
camp on August 21. On four occasions the 
Branch was proud to take its Lamp out to the 
camp for meetings, and was glad to welcome 


340 


some camp officers at its club-room, Oth 
jobs include more gardening for the Cri Ë 
Children’s Homes at Elwick ; orga 
and stewarding a concert in the Town Hil 
for the Port of Hull Orphanage; weekly 
visits (with the help of L.W.H,) to the 
Cameron Hospital Library; and a weekly 
evening at the Deaf and Dumb Mission, 
A Branch member, himself deaf and dumb, 
was in charge of the whole contingent of 
deaf and dumb Scouts at the Jamboree at 
Birkenhead. A garden party, helped by 
L.W.H., in aid of the Endowment Appel, 
L.W.H. Headquarters and the Teesside 
Area funds realised over £50. STOCKTON 
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with a jobmaster who worked on the s 
of the Old House at Poperinghe. Corporate 
work is done at the Hospital, where members 
have formed a library and for which they have 
bought a gramophone to entertain the re 
ridden patients. One hundred and b sl 
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from the Orphan Homes are taught to S¥ 


to | 
g to Trent Ney? 


Southern and Western Krets 


sting talk on the Scout movement 

An eet COWES and EAST COWES 
E give by the Isle of Wight Commissioner 
on July Deputy Commissioner. The Com- 
d i expressed surprise that Cowes, 
jer yachting port of the world, 
o Sea Scout troop, a previous troop 

. ~ died out some three years ago, and 
paving to Toc H for help to form one. 
appe? Ta the older members present at once 
Two tecred to help form a troop and several 
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should be trained in readiness to help the 


scoutmaster. Other members volunteered 
their services as Badge examiners. The 
troop has now been enrolled and is at work. 
A member has also undertaken the office 
of secretary to the local Scouts Association, 
which was vacant. The Commissioners did 
not therefore approach Toc H in vain. 
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who move round from fair to fair, which 
West-country units began last year (see 
November JOURNAL, 1928, p. 449) has been 
continued, and the Editor has received photo- 
graphs taken inside the Toc H Showmen’s 
Huts at Ilminster and Crewkerne. 
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The Distri& Committees have proved their 
worth so thoroughly in S. Wales that we are 
glad to know that the North and Mid-Wales 
Committee is now in being, the Hon. Sec- 
retary of the COLWYN BAY Branch which 
Tubby is visiting on October 3. Before these 
notes are in print, we expect that BANGOR 
in the North and PONTARDULAIS in the 
South will have been recognized as Groups. 
ABERYSTWYTH Group continues to forge 
ahead, amongst other services rendered we 
have to note that they have had several calls 
on their “ blood-transfusion ” squad, NEW- 
PORT Branch have been particularly lively 
lately, their special forte being organising 
fetes for Charity, this of course in addition 
to their regular corporate jobs. Padre Moly- 
neux, late Padre of the East Yorks and 
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PORT TALBOT were the prime movers 
and organisers, they were ably seconded 
by NEATH, who also sent a large contingent 
of boys, and LLANELLY and CARDIFF 
also had detachments there. In all about 
220 boys attended tne Camp; weather on the 
whole was not too kind, but there was no 
serious illness and altogether the Camp was a 
great success. Special mention is rather 
invidious when so many fellows contributed 
to the running of the camp, but the “ Camp 
Commandant” Bill Owen, the Q.M., Alf 
Powell, both of PORT TALBOT, Gray 
Rees of NEATH, and Bob Lewis of CARDIFF, 
all gave of their best. The Camp was visited 
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Council in Wales, Sir Geoffrey Byass, and by 
many other celebrities. M.O.H. of Port 
Talbot kindly aéted as medical officer to the 
Camp. Owing to lack of funds MORRIS- 
TON were unable to send their local lads to 
the sea at the MAWDLAM Camp. Instead 
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i the Group organised a camp near at 
een the S F a mountain about 
three miles away from the town. They were 
able to cater for about twenty boys at a time 
and keeping the camp open for three weeks 
gave 66 boys a week’s holiday. Two Tochonites 
remained in the camp each week (giving their 
holidays to it) and cooked etc., whilst the 
other members turned up in the evening after 


work. Beside the ordinary Sunday services 


held by the Grou 
Sunday school, on the thj 
service was held to ae 
turned up. The Birth 


p padre, and 
n on. 

Sunda Pen ait 
SOme 
being MEATH on Oct 
on October 26, 

The Toc H and LW.H 
was much enjoyed by the f 
Wales who attended, 


Ober 24 and lę 
SYAN 
“NSB, 


Battleficlg, 


fe t 
W members pa 
TOm 


Ireland, Northern Section 


LURGAN has had a two wecks’ camp on 
the edge of Lough Neagh for about 80 boys 
of the town. The arrangements were extra- 
ordinarily good : they did not worry before- 
hand about ways and means, but everyone 
was ready to help. In Belfat KNOCK 
Group had had its recognition ceremony. It 
starts as a homogeneous unit, with much evi- 
dence of enthusiasm. Two other Belfast 
Groups are in process of formation—NORTH- 
END and SOUTH END. All is reported 
quiet on the CARRICKFERGUS front, but 


News from Overseas 


on September 28. The L 
of course, and no anti-femini 
of his conviftions. One Subje& js < 
in the Countryside,” and the ins 
Ministry of Agriculture has been inv; s 

be present. Professor Macbeath (Que a 
University) will speak on “ The moni 
vantages of commonplace service,” E 


Branches and Gro ups 


invited, 
Courage 
‘ Toc i 
Gor of the 


St has the 


AUSTRALIA 


The delegates to the Birthday Festival in 
Perth on May 14-18 (see August JOURNAL) 
returned full of enthusiasm concerning every- 
thing they heard and saw and experienced 
in the Golden West. Each year the Festiva] 
seems to out-do its predecessors. From what 
we can gather Sydney has every intention of 
providing the “Best Ever” in the 1930 
Festival. It may be noted that in each of the 
three Conferences for members generally, 
Newcastle 1927, Melbourne 1928, and Perth 
1929, the Chair has been occupied by a member 
of a unit distant from the location of the 
Conference. This, with many other points, 
is evidence that members of Toc H in Australia 
are thinking Australia-wide and know not the 
State boundaries of commercial life. 

On the morning of the day their Lamp 
was first lit in Perth, the BRISBANE (Q) 
Branch held Communion Services to mark 
their joy and gratitude, and with it their 
sense of appreciation of the responsibility 
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attending Branch status. On the night of the 
Circle of Light, Padre Cue dedicated Bri. 
bane’s new quarters. It was also the occasion 
of a combined meeting of Toc H and LW, 
Cheering news also from Queensland is the 
formation of the BOONAH Group, 6o miles 
south of Brisbane. In New South Wales 
the Family is rejoicing that Sir Kelso King 
was among the Birthday honours. Sir Kelso 
King has been a tremendous tower of Strength 
to Toc H since its inception there; the quarters 
of the State office and Sydney Branch in what 
ate familiarly known as 5, Hamilton Street 
are only part of his munificence towards Toc H. 
Often he has made personal appeals to busines 
men of Sydney to enlist their help and interes 
in the Movement. Sir Kelso King is regarded 
as the Father of the Boy Scout Movemen: 
in New South Wales. The latest unit of A 
Family has been born in DUBBO (New as 
Wales): Ron Stoner, recently of S A 
Branch, is the moving spirit in the 9° 


pbo is 2 large and important railway 
u wn and is the second venture of 
2 ade plains over the Blue Mountains, 
o alee at COBAR; both units in 
ot rst diocese and under the watchful 
the EE hop Crotty. The appeal which 
eye of gtralia made for the observance of 
ges Av ht round the world met with 
-hearted response and 
Á ade the occasion of 
in oe One of these was at NEWCASTLE 
jpitiations- ich D 
N.S.W.), at whic ean Johnson 
Branch Crotty’s successor) who, since he has 
EeP the city, has shown the greatest 
be Š in the work of the Branch there, was 
me initiated in the Warriors? Chapel 
eee Newcastle Cathedral. New South 
sates has set the lead in instituting State 
News supplements. The Beacon gives its 
readers fortnightly reports of the doings 
and brewings of the Family within its borders : 
Ross Dalby, the State Registrar, is the 
enthusiastic perpetrator. In Vitoria some 
interesting things have been happening, chief 
among them is a step towards the establishing 
of a Mark House. Five members from the 
HAWTHORN and CANTERBURY Groups 
have taken up their residence together in a 
fine large two-storey house in Camberwell, 
and they hope ere long to add to their numbers 
other fellows from various Groups. Judging 
by what one learns at the lunch table in the 
Melbourne Club rooms, life is happy if 
riotous in “ The Monastery ” as it has been 
nicknamed by the Federal office-boy. Once 
more winter is here and with it the acute 
distress becomes more marked. Suburban 
Groups are co-operating with country units 
in some very pra&ical measures in the dire&tion 
of relief. TRARALGON has colleéted and 
sent down four crates of rabbits and MOE 
forwarded a truck of firewood. These con- 
signments were distributed by SANDRING- 
HAM Group—the organisers of the scheme— 
amongst the needy cases in Melbourne poorer 
suburbs. CANTERBURY Group has been 
distributing bread, vegetables and clothes in 
their own neighbourhood while the Mel- 
bourne Metropolitan Branch has specialised 


pe Some weeks ago the FITZROY 
a a appealed through the Press for supplies 
en ai and magazines for distribution 
a sa a doss-houses ” and other avenues 
Vities, and the response has been 

Such that a Ford lorry could be employed 
ge? for a week colle&ting the material | 
vit Sa Moments the boys wonder 
ane ve happened had they broad- 
appeal over the air. One member 

of the Melbourne Metropolitan Branch— 
Constable Don Jackson—(“Cop” in the 
family, of course), has gone to England with 
the Australian Contingent of Boy Scouts 
participating in the “ Coming-of-Age” 
Jamboree of boyhooad’s freemasonry. In 
Tasmania the DEVONPORT Group recently 
held a Guest-night which had good effe& 
On a sceptical newspaper reporter; long 
before the evening was over his scepticism 
had evaporated and this is what replaced 
it: “If we had strong branches of Toc H 
in Tasmania poverty would be praétically 
unknown . .. One half of the misunderstand- 
ing which keeps men apart would be abolished 
and life would be made more pleasant for 
men and women who taste little of its pleasures 
and comforts.” To make an erstwhile 
sceptic write that means that Devonport 
Group knows its job. From LAUNCESTON 
we hear the murmurings of a Family Birth- 
day on June 29. In South Axfiralia, the 
Registrar, Bob Cave has followed the lead 
of the Mother State and is issuing a State 
Supplement which is aptly named the Magpie. 
These. small supplements can claim great 
usefulness in several direGtions. They are a 
very ready means of circulating local news, 
notices, etc., which are of more immediate 
concern to their own units and save their 
headquarters 2 lot of work and time. No 
doubt the other Australian States will adopt 
i ere long. P 
e ea in Weitern Ausralia is 
that at SUBIACO, one of Perth’s western 
suburbs; its Rushlight was lit on June 13, 
and there are seeds planted at Collie, Keller- 
berrin and Kojonup. The first-named is in 
the South-western coalfields, and the others 
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in the wheat-belt. The Family in West 
Australia has secured another friend in Hon. 
Phillip Collier, the Labour Premier. His 
speech at the recent Festival in Perth seems to 
have made a deep impression ; he soon made 
it apparent he had “ got A what Toc H was 
driving at, and in the climax of his speech 
he remarked he would like to become a 
member. Some very interesting impressions 
of the Festival havo reached us, communicated 
by some of the delegates ; among them is the 
faét that for the first time a Bishop took part 
as a floor member in the “ Members Con- 


SOUTH 


Ronnie Grant, as the whole-time layman 
now serving Toc H South Africa, is hard at 
work, as the latest instalment of his report 
(see p. 318) shows. And the best news 
of the moment is that the first full-time Padre 
for South Africa has now been appointed— 
for Toc H must never lose sight of its principle, 
which has the highest of all Sanctions, of send- 
ing men out two and two, however hard it 
often is to realise this in practice. The Rev. 
W. H. Kinsey (“ Gaika ”) has been in the 
movement since its inception three years ago 
in South Africa as Hon. Padre of the Kimber- 
ley Group. He is Divisional Commissioner 
of Scouts for Griqualand West, and there 
is no leader more loved among Toc H and 
the Scouts along the Vaal River Diamond 
Diggings. It is no small measure due to 
him that the South African Dutch in those 
parts have been attraéted to the Family of 
Toc H. “Gaika,” his universal nickname 
arose from the habit of street children of cal- 
ling out “Guy-car!” as he passed by in 
his seventeen-year old Renault, to which he 
had constructed a home made body rather 
like a bathtub. He is a Baptist minister, 
moved to Kimberley some seven years ago 
from Rosebank, Johannesburg, He has 
spent the best part of his life in South Africa 
and knows its problems. And he knows and 
loves Toc H heart and soul, Kimberley 


itself is proud to have given such a man 
to the Movement. 
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woos Another was that 

giving Service there x 

other clergy of varying N 

cluding two Bishops of the Comin 

yet the central figure was mutch o 

priest, Ted Davidson, One S of a 
Among those who haye atta Pads 

recently in Melbourne are Oked į s 

of Tilbury Group, also tn, cdte 

Hartley Wintney Group TEN 

aboard the SiS Zenada, k BF : 

friend in the same ship was Te. interge 

the wireless officer, ge Hillyara 


AFRICA 


KIMBERLEY began a nee 
May 8 (which happened to coin 
with the date of Ronnie Grant land: 
Capetown) when they took possess] aia 
new quarters. After two new mente 
been initiated, the room was dedic oa 
short service to “ All the Elder Breil Pe 

; re ethre 
Kimberley,” and then formally ope a z 
Mr. R. Philipson-Stow, a dire&or of De B g 
Mines, who had given Toc H the use ae 
premises free of charge. During “ a 
32 names of Elder Brethren, all being tel 
tions or friends of members and friends ore 
Group, were read. It was a moving few 
minutes. Mr. Stow’s speech declaring the 
premises open as the “ Delville Wood Room” 
might well have been made by one well up 
in Toc H affairs. After tea “ Gaika” took 
the audience almost into another world when 
he placed most eloquently before it a few 
vital facts about the spirit of Toc H and life 
in general. The Wesleyan, Anglican, Presby- 
terian and Baptist padres all participated 
in the service, and there was a good muster 
from BARKLY WEST, the general publio 
ex-service men, City Councillors and other 
representative citizens. Mr. Stow, the Bishop 
of Kimberley, the Mayor and other speakers 
paid tribute to the work being done by Toc H, 
and Carl le Roux, from Barkly West, spoke 
feelingly of what Toc H had come to Ea 
to its Dutch members. ‘The chairman tA 
a telegram of greeting which had been sent 


cha Pter 


. On 
ide happii 


E The Group changed its 
“y+ to May 14 in order to hold 


Leona rd 
pIETE 
CENTR 


sh was 
an ys of Bishop Colenso, who is buried 


there. The large congregation included His 
Honour Mr. Gordon Watson (Administrator 
of the Province of Natal) and Mrs. Watson, 
Rev. Andrew Graham (Superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Church), and Rev. Ian McDonald 
(Minister of St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
and Mayot’s Chaplain). The Padres of the 


two 
Branches of course took part, and repre- 


sentati i 
pa PL received their Lamps 
e hands of the Natal Registrar (Tyrone 


Page and Presented them to the Bishop 
se a At the ead of the service, 
Me = impressed all present, a procession 
ae 2 ee St. Peter’s to the Toc H 
bs fe ole, where a fine evening was spent 
a which the Bishop, Mr. Graham, Mr. 
Pies oe and others spoke. The "Lads? 
i ostel has now been launched on its career with 
] adre Cazalet and two other members “ living 
in” to help the Matron, Miss Bird (L.W.H.) 
to run it. Toc H thus has something very 
tangible to show for its work in Pietermaritz- 
burg now. The Branches now look for some 
fresh Corporate task (beyond the usual hospital- 
visiting, work for the blind, the Orphanages, 
etc., which they are doing.) The native 
riots in Durban have again called attention to 
the ever-present native problems of South 
Africa, and the Native Welfare Society is 
looking out for a man or men to help them. 
So far, Toc H, has not done much in this. 


RHODESIA 


LIVINGSTONE begins its report with a 
yery honest confession of its shortcomings. 
“Tt has never really been a great success or a 
flourishing movement” there, owing partly 
to the difficulties of reconciling the ideals 
and objects of Toc H with the social conditions 
of the community, but owing also, they add, 
to their having initiated some members 
“before they had time to realise what they 
were in for,” to the faé that the leaders “ never 
really got down to serious study of Toc H 
and have not made themselves interesting 
enough to hold their own members,” and, 
thirdly, because they devoted too much of 
their meetings to the business side, But, 
having realised all this, they are seeking the 
temedy. The first step thay have chosen, 
at Ronnie Grant’s suggestion, is to take 
Toe H under weigh, chapter by chapter, at every 
Meeting as the subje& of study and debate. 
By this means they believe they will gain a real 
knowledge of the fundamentals of Toc H 
on which their service is to be based. Mean- 


while, jobs (not too easy to find in Livingstone) 
are being quietly and steadily done—a library 
has been presented to the Hospital, with two 
members a week in turn, to run it; a small 
library has also been instituted in the Gaol for 
the use of European prisoners ; for two years 
past the Group has made itself responsible for 
the children’s Christmas Party and the annual 
Boxing Competitions. Their biggest job, 
however, has been the complete renewing of 
the Pioneers’ Cemetery at the Old Drift some 
five miles out of Livingstone, where Old 
Livingstone was situated, This Cemetery has 
been allowed in the past to go to rack and ruin 
and has never been attended to, so they under- 
took the job of cleaning it of all long grass, 
weeds, bushes, etc., burning down old and 
unsightly trees, completely refencing it, 
putting in a gate, bricking and cementing 
round the graves (of which there are eighteen), 
gravelling the pl and ser ee: ai 
round, and lastly placing woocen 
i the head of each grave. BROKEN HILL 
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representative citizens. Mr. Stow, the Bishop 
of Kimberley, the Mayor and other speakers 
paid tribute to the work being done by Toc H, 
and Carl le Roux, from Barkly West, spoke 
feelingly of what Toc H had come to Ea 
to its Dutch members. ‘The chairman tA 
a telegram of greeting which had been sent 
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E The Group changed its 
“y+ to May 14 in order to hold 
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pIETE 
CENTR 


sh was 
an ys of Bishop Colenso, who is buried 


there. The large congregation included His 
Honour Mr. Gordon Watson (Administrator 
of the Province of Natal) and Mrs. Watson, 
Rev. Andrew Graham (Superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Church), and Rev. Ian McDonald 
(Minister of St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
and Mayot’s Chaplain). The Padres of the 


two 
Branches of course took part, and repre- 


sentati i 
pa PL received their Lamps 
e hands of the Natal Registrar (Tyrone 


Page and Presented them to the Bishop 
se a At the ead of the service, 
Me = impressed all present, a procession 
ae 2 ee St. Peter’s to the Toc H 
bs fe ole, where a fine evening was spent 
a which the Bishop, Mr. Graham, Mr. 
Pies oe and others spoke. The "Lads? 
i ostel has now been launched on its career with 
] adre Cazalet and two other members “ living 
in” to help the Matron, Miss Bird (L.W.H.) 
to run it. Toc H thus has something very 
tangible to show for its work in Pietermaritz- 
burg now. The Branches now look for some 
fresh Corporate task (beyond the usual hospital- 
visiting, work for the blind, the Orphanages, 
etc., which they are doing.) The native 
riots in Durban have again called attention to 
the ever-present native problems of South 
Africa, and the Native Welfare Society is 
looking out for a man or men to help them. 
So far, Toc H, has not done much in this. 


RHODESIA 


LIVINGSTONE begins its report with a 
yery honest confession of its shortcomings. 
“Tt has never really been a great success or a 
flourishing movement” there, owing partly 
to the difficulties of reconciling the ideals 
and objects of Toc H with the social conditions 
of the community, but owing also, they add, 
to their having initiated some members 
“before they had time to realise what they 
were in for,” to the faé that the leaders “ never 
really got down to serious study of Toc H 
and have not made themselves interesting 
enough to hold their own members,” and, 
thirdly, because they devoted too much of 
their meetings to the business side, But, 
having realised all this, they are seeking the 
temedy. The first step thay have chosen, 
at Ronnie Grant’s suggestion, is to take 
Toe H under weigh, chapter by chapter, at every 
Meeting as the subje& of study and debate. 
By this means they believe they will gain a real 
knowledge of the fundamentals of Toc H 
on which their service is to be based. Mean- 


while, jobs (not too easy to find in Livingstone) 
are being quietly and steadily done—a library 
has been presented to the Hospital, with two 
members a week in turn, to run it; a small 
library has also been instituted in the Gaol for 
the use of European prisoners ; for two years 
past the Group has made itself responsible for 
the children’s Christmas Party and the annual 
Boxing Competitions. Their biggest job, 
however, has been the complete renewing of 
the Pioneers’ Cemetery at the Old Drift some 
five miles out of Livingstone, where Old 
Livingstone was situated, This Cemetery has 
been allowed in the past to go to rack and ruin 
and has never been attended to, so they under- 
took the job of cleaning it of all long grass, 
weeds, bushes, etc., burning down old and 
unsightly trees, completely refencing it, 
putting in a gate, bricking and cementing 
round the graves (of which there are eighteen), 
gravelling the pl and ser ee: ai 
round, and lastly placing woocen 
i the head of each grave. BROKEN HILL 
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Still keeps the light burning. They have 
completed their job in the Park, and are now 
making tennis-courts for the town-folk. 
Recently they went round the town success- 


7 


fully “ scrounging ” all manner of things fe: 


the Leper Hospital at Fiwila. In August thy 
were cagerly awaiting Ronnie Grant, and muck 
concerned about “ Uncle Harry’s ” illness. 


NEW ZEALAND 


May frosts, June storms and a considerable 
earthquake have not checked the growth 
of CHRISTCHURCH, which, together with 
DUNEDIN, has now been promoted to 
Branch Status. Christchurch has now begun 
to “ colonise.” A recent “ implosion ?” upon 
Little River resulted in a Grope, which 
returned the visit a fortnight later. As it was, 
men came in to the meeting considerable 
distances by horse and car, and the special 
job of Little River will be to solve the prob- 
lem of acclimatising Toc H in the scattered 
settlement of country distris in New Zea- 
land. Padre Hay, once of Christchurch, is 
the “king pin” of Little River operations. 
Hopes are now centred on a Grope to be at 
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Lyttleton, and after that the slogan is “ Tim” 
aru to-morrow.”? Another child of Chri” 
church is a Boys’ Club, achieved after much 
preliminary work. It meets in the Branch 
room; the chairman of its committee 15 
Professor Perceval, late of Leeds, and its 
direétor the senior traffic inspettor of Christ- 
church. At the end of May the Branch 
celebrated its fourth Birthday, when 4 
members and guests sat down to a jolly te. 
The principal guest was Padre Fielden Taylo: 
(Wellington Branch) who cut the birthday 
cake, and later rallied the Christchurch mem- 
bers on the “ tin-pot ”’ character of their jobs 
and on their ultra-respeétability. A happy 
evening and a wholesome douche. 
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